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Overview

\We observe in detail the actions of the
Japanese and Kuomintang armies
during ene year between November
1939 and November 1940, and
briefly those until end of 1941.

The Japanese drew first blood after a
period of peace since late 1937,
waging an expedition from A moy.
into the foreststo. the nerthwest.

The Kuomintang answered by retreating
Into the mountains during December
and preparing for a major offensive
in January.

When the preparations were finished by
January, the Chinese struck hard at
three peints on two frent sections,
conguering the city of Canton and
encircling two Japanese divisions.




1989; the Planning

Strategic planning was made atop
priority and Chiang Kai-Shek took
most of it Inte his own hands. IHe did
not trust tee much the Allied military
adviisors, and gave clear guidelines
for the southern army: group.

In amessage to General Stilwell, Chiang
outlined the objectives of this
operation: “you have to put up some
pressure.in the south. Y our primary.
objective willibe to selize aport or
open alink to Hongkeng; so we will
be able to receive foreignaid. |
recommend Canton, asit will also
provide us with income and more
recruits.”

Chiang let no doubts about the costs he
was willing to pay. te achieve his
goals, and what:excuse he was, or
was not, willing to accept in case of
failure: “ The Chinese troops canibe
considered cannon fodder, soiyeu can
expend them as needed.”




1940 A Hard Blow

The Chinese offensive of 1940 struck the
Japanese hard and unprepared.
Neither didthey reckon with a KM T
aitack, nor did they muster the
necessary air cover to protect their
numerically: inferior ground troops.

As ordered by Chiang Kai-Shek the KM T
aitacked the Japanese positions at
Canton as early as January. Despite
bitter resistance fromia single
Japanese division, andintense
artillery support by Japanese shore
bombardment support, the Chinese
finally outnumbered them. The attack
cost the KM T 3.divisions but they
overran aJapanese airfield.

In the same month, Hangchow fell to a
massive Japanese combined
|and/air/sea assault. The Chinese
retreated into the mountains with
comparably small losses. The city
was badly damaged by the Japanese
shore and air bombardment.




Chinese Blitzkrieg

The severing of the Japanese salient
north oft Wuhan was prehaily,
one ofi the most brilliant meves
the Chinese ever did. Taking a
hIgh risk at runniing out of
supply, they threw al they could
muster at the weakly: protected
Japanese flanks te, the nerthjand
West of; the city.

Unablie to cope with the'masses of
Chinese infantry the Japanese
divisions melted away and were
routed to \Wuhan. The two
divisions te the northwest were
now: cut from all supply and
surrounded by no less than 20
Chinese divisiens, making
breakout an Impossibility.

The Chinese did not care much about
the cooped up Japs but awaited
their outlreak or surrender.




Brreakout attempt

The Japanese sat awhile in their pit. They got orders }
and Sake by ailr drop but had to moeve seme day. ﬁ :
|_ate iniJune, the Japanese intelligence :
Intercepted an attack plan and figured that during
the massive treop movements by the Chinese, a
light andlagilie division could march 300 km.in
oneweek, averding combat.

On 1st July, the 7th Japanese | nfantry Division
attempted a breakout from the cauldren north of
Wuhan. All fuel resenves were depleted.
Armored cars and tanks were |eft behind with
volunteers to man.the guns. The bulk ofi the
division marched tirelessly to the northeast. A
coherent attack on the Chinese positions was
Impossible.

Elements of: five Chinese corps attacked from
different directions. \While 6th Division held the
lines, the 7th slipped through at some point but
had to open that gap under severe fighting
losses. After aone week death march, a remnant
cadre of troops reached Japanese lines.




Summer pbattles at \Wuhan

Chiang’ s next ehjective was the capture of
Wuhan. Hisnext reserveswent to the
central and northern front to increase the
pressure upon the Japanese salient. In
June, the time seemediright for an
offensive.

Chinese troops assembled north andiwest of
\Wuhanto/launch an assault during second
half of the month. But surprisingly,
Japanese troops assembled southeast of
\Wuhan to launch a relief-attack just albout
the'same time. The double-battle at
\Wuhaniensued. 30 divisions, totalling over
500,000 treops, clashed into each other.

On 16th June, 15 Chinese divisions attacked 4
Japanese infantry divisions at WWuhan. The
Chinese also committed the 1st Fighter
wing, the Japanese one homber and one
fighter wing.

Tihe Japanese fighters were hampered by their long

flight time from thelr remote base at Nanking.
The aged!|-167s thus managed te sheet down
many: Japanese lhombers that were attacking
Chinese ground treeps. The Japanese troops
triedito attack northeast in symphoeny with 6th
& 7thicorps but were forced to defiend against
the massive assault coming firom their back.

The Japanese defiended desperatel . against the vast

numbers of Chinese when the'6th Corps finally
broke through the Chinese lines east of the
city. The KMT troops.at this position were
matched hopelessly against superior equipment
and air support of the Japanese army. The
Japanese troops escapedithe Wuhan cauldron
badly mauled but withiintact heavy weapons
and organiization. Chinese troops then

occupied Wuhan witheut any fiurther
resistance.




Fhe Japanese Answer

The Japanese were set back in their own On 3rd July, the 15th Japanese Infantry

: : e : Division tried to attack across lake Peyang
offensive plansbut guickly modified their to Nanchang, But the Chinese were already

approaches to launch a potentially toowell deployed and occupied the
dangerous counterattack. opposing|lake shore. Attempt after attempt

: failed before the excellent defences. When
Threughoeut July bembers and fighter escorts |osses approached 40% with no visible

attacked  Chinese positions south of result except diverting the Chinese, the
\Wuhan. Chinese |-16 fighters scrambled attack was broken ofif.

to intercept. The Japanese A6M escorts Wiith the poor suceess of thiis surprise attack

; and the mediocre success ofi.the air raids,
learned from the last month’s battles and the Japanese High Command chose to abort

actively engaged the enemy in dogfight, the large-scale counterattack and set up to
trying to achieve air.superiority. Both prepare defenses instead.

sides were hindered by thick clouds S Ry e ey

through various altitudes which helped to

get the bombers through but also made

targetting difficult.

The Japanese fighters disengaged after the
bombers dropped their lead onto the
anticipated targets.




Back and Forth

Japan was not yet ready to admit defeat in the south. InfApril 1940 two Japanese
corpsattacked Canton from Hongkong andiViacal:. With the aid of the
Iimperiall Navy, securing and supporting the cressing over the Sikiang, the
embattied city switched sides again.

In Atgust 1940, the 7thiand Sth KMIF Army attacked the
city of: Canton defended by Japanese 3rd Marine Corps,
The Chinese appeared With overwhelming superiority in

men but the Japanese had the advantage of autematic
and support weapons. \Wave after wave of. Chinese
soldiersfiell, al in al 3 divisions. The3rd attack wave
made it to the eutskirts of Canton and began to inflict
high losses on the Japanese defenders. Three days the
Situation was critical for the Japanese commander, but
the superior morale and discipline of the Japanese
overcame these weak moments. \When the effect of
Japanese bombings behind the lines became cruicial,
the tide turned. The defense firmly. held despite severe
losses, and the Chinese assaulit collapsediin diserder and
for lack of supply. But the Japanese | esses were egually
nigra, so Canton fiell the next month back into Chinese
ands.




Thefate of Hongkong

With the declaration of war upen the Chinese troops liberated the city in
Commonwealth, Japan also seized October 1940, after the destruction of
Hoengkeng, whichiuntil that point was the main body efi the Japanese forces
administered by several colonial In Canton. Surrounded by several
powers, among them France, the Chinese armiies, the Japanese Navy.
United States, Great Britain and evacuated the remaining troeps earnly.
Japan itself. in September. Chinafirst secured

The Britishiprovided the largest Canton, then teok Hongkeng without
contingent and were these who by far
had established the largest and oldest
businesses in Hongkong:.

On 19th July, the 58th Japanese Division
marched into the city of Hongkong.
The British garrison, unaware of the
true enemy’ s strength, surrendered
before the grim-looking Japanese
soldiers. Chaos erupted in the city
and could net be quelled after
rumours spread that the Japanese
numbered possibly: less than 5000
men. British, Frenchiand US
company property was stelen and
pillaged by ravaging bands.




Mirsses and Mistakes

The Chinese gave up garrisoning
[Fouzhou as earnly: as end off 1939
Ut they: maintained control of it
until the summer of 1940. Tihe
Japanese Kwantung army/, after
the Intense early year baitles
seem to have had net a single
divisien in spare to conguer that
populeus city not too far away.
firom the Y-ellow Sea.

After the liberation of Hengkeng
firom Japanese occupation the
United States, which were not at
war with Japan, missed a great
chance to snip arms and supplies
. : : " for the Chinese army directly into
Picture: Chinese troops (with British helmets) that port. Perhaps fearing
vacate Fouzhou. The Chinese used helmets Japanese minefields, perhaps
from British, Russian, American and for a inner political problems,

: : Roosevelt let support fior China
long time also German production! run idle for along time.




ECONOGMICS...

The Chinese |eadersnipiwas bent on

moedernizing the country and,
with Britisa aid, was on along
but steady’ way te ultimate
SUCCEess over the years.

Britain sent a group of advisors, led

by the keen and arrogant Colonel
Marlberough. After aniinspection
of aChinese aireraft engine
fiacteries where he experienced a
handful of woerkers incapable of
fiinishing,in.aweek-what asingle
English worker performed at the
Merlin factory in one day he
snorted: ‘ China lacks effective
Industries, Chinalacks modern
technology, China lacks skilled
workers, an intelligent
administration and'leadership,
rational thinking and a sense of
duty that seems somehow aliento

the yellow man. lin many ways
the Chinese people are still
underdeveloped. Yes you need to
learn areal lot. Andilbless God
Hiis Majesty has sent usto teach
you some manners. My coolie
Used te eat hisrice with bare
hands before I came here.’

Chiang was duly embarassed by thils

snob, and with fist in'hand he
tempered himself to permit this
man’s continued work. After
many fiailed attempts and wasted
Investments, China eventually
came to produce Spitfires, tanks,
modern artillery and an econemic
growth during atwo-year period
of well over 50/ percent.

The generalissimo was pleased and

the colonel was finished.
Patience paid out to China again.




..and Economic \Wartare

Japan, unable to rush the necessary.
relnforcements on the groeund
gurckly emough to the frontlines,
sent afleet of airerafit to protect
the thinned out lines.

\When the absence of Chinese
offensive mevements permitted,
they flew massive raids against
Chungking. Throughout the year
1940, they hombarded the
Chinese capital a mestevery
other day and destroyed
approximately 50% of the city.

At times Japan sent over 1000
aircraft in asingle raid, always
with afighter escort of about
300. When Chungking was too
mush, efi awaste for proper
targeting;, they switched towards
Changsna, with similar effects.




Gains and L osses

I effect, the undisputable Chinese
successes did net play that much
of arole initerms of teritoeny. The
Chinese lost 2 cities|(Hangchow:
and/Feuzhou) and gained 3. But
one ofi them (Kongkong) was
already |eased to Ferelgners, so
the net gain was Canten and
\Wuhan, not very much at all.

But strategically. thingslooked more
advantageous. Thefrontline was
roeughtly cut in half, from 2700
km to 1500 km, the industrial
center aroung Changsha was
protected and the railroad to
Chengchou in the north was
controlled, securing|supply: te the
northern /Army: Group.

Y ellowish: Chinese gains
Red hatched: Japanese gains




1927 IFhe second year: oF War

1941 saw' seme good fighting
between the Japanese Empire and
the Kuomintang but most that
had the effect of attrition and
little ground was gained by ether
side.

Compared to end of 1940, only two
things are notewerthy: the
creation of anew heachhead!in
Macau andithe guasi,|ess ofi the
peachhead in KWangchou.

But at the beginning of 1942, Japan
had for the first time since over
two year, assembled |large troop
coneentrations in the north.

Peace with Great Britain obvieulsy
freed some forcesin other
theaters and the Japanese used
this chance to burld up strength
In China that acecording te
western analysts were superior.




Eight over Peyang

The smalll tewnito the east of the lake that I July 1941 the 13th Japanese Division
bears the same name was considered a key. launched an attack against 20th IKIVIT:
poesition for cutting awedge through the Corps at Peyang. The Chinese
mountains down te/Amoy. Poyang was defended behind well-covered
finally taken in August 1941, after fortified poesitions. Despite
nUMmMerous unsuceessiul attempts, some of mobilization of all reserves, no
whichwe like te descrile here. victory could be achieved. The

g counterattack of one.Chinese division
b reached the Japanese divisional HQ,
".‘f'.ﬂ'gi captured and destroyed all supply &
: AL KB communication units.

The move was screened by an attack on
the Chinese front in the mountains
east of Poyang. In difficult terrain the
Japanese troops engaged in bloody
close combat with the Chinese. Pitted
against superior Wweapons and moreale,
the Chinese troops chose to withdraw
to Poyang and further south later.
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Conclusion

e Chrinese offensives were well tirned and Jawan nec for along tirme grave orodlerms
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corizolicleted their lines of defensze and olanesin the support of norrnzl zrrny
successfully ettacked thelr prirnery targets, operatorls,
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