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OverviewOverview

We observe in detail the actions of the We observe in detail the actions of the 
Japanese and Kuomintang armies Japanese and Kuomintang armies 
during one year between November during one year between November 
1939 and November 1940, and 1939 and November 1940, and 
briefly those until end of 1941.briefly those until end of 1941.

The Japanese drew first blood after a The Japanese drew first blood after a 
period of peace since late 1937, period of peace since late 1937, 
waging an expedition from Amoy waging an expedition from Amoy 
into the forests to the northwest.into the forests to the northwest.

The Kuomintang answered by retreating The Kuomintang answered by retreating 
into the mountains during December into the mountains during December 
and preparing for a major offensive and preparing for a major offensive 
in January.in January.

When the preparations were finished by When the preparations were finished by 
January, the Chinese struck hard at January, the Chinese struck hard at 
three points on two front sections, three points on two front sections, 
conquering the city of Canton and conquering the city of Canton and 
encircling two Japanese divisions.encircling two Japanese divisions.

Nov 1939



1939: 1939: thethe PlanningPlanning
Strategic planning was made a top Strategic planning was made a top 

priority and Chiang Kaipriority and Chiang Kai--ShekShek took took 
most of it into his own hands. He did most of it into his own hands. He did 
not trust too much the Allied military not trust too much the Allied military 
advisors, and gave clear guidelines advisors, and gave clear guidelines 
for the southern army group.for the southern army group.

In a message to General Stilwell, Chiang In a message to General Stilwell, Chiang 
outlined the objectives of this outlined the objectives of this 
operation: operation: ““ you have to put up some you have to put up some 
pressure in the south. Your primary pressure in the south. Your primary 
objective will be to seize a port or objective will be to seize a port or 
open a link to open a link to HongkongHongkong, so we will , so we will 
be able to receive foreign aid. I be able to receive foreign aid. I 
recommend Canton, as it will also recommend Canton, as it will also 
provide us with income and more provide us with income and more 
recruits.recruits.””

Chiang let no doubts about the costs he Chiang let no doubts about the costs he 
was willing to pay to achieve his was willing to pay to achieve his 
goals, and what excuse he was, or goals, and what excuse he was, or 
was not, willing to accept in case of was not, willing to accept in case of 
failure: failure: ““ The Chinese troops can be The Chinese troops can be 
considered cannon fodder, so you can considered cannon fodder, so you can 
expend them as needed.expend them as needed.””



1940: A Hard 1940: A Hard BlowBlow
The Chinese offensive of 1940 struck the The Chinese offensive of 1940 struck the 

Japanese hard and unprepared. Japanese hard and unprepared. 
Neither did they reckon with a KMT Neither did they reckon with a KMT 
attack, nor did they muster the attack, nor did they muster the 
necessary air cover to protect their necessary air cover to protect their 
numerically inferior ground troops.numerically inferior ground troops.

As ordered by Chiang KaiAs ordered by Chiang Kai--ShekShek the KMT the KMT 
attacked the Japanese positions at attacked the Japanese positions at 
Canton as early as January. Despite Canton as early as January. Despite 
bitter resistance from a single bitter resistance from a single 
Japanese division, and intense Japanese division, and intense 
artillery support by Japanese shore artillery support by Japanese shore 
bombardment support, the Chinese bombardment support, the Chinese 
finally outnumbered them. The attack finally outnumbered them. The attack 
cost the KMT 3 divisions but they cost the KMT 3 divisions but they 
overran a Japanese airfield.overran a Japanese airfield.

In the same month, In the same month, HangchowHangchow fell to a fell to a 
massive Japanese combined massive Japanese combined 
land/air/sea assault. The Chinese land/air/sea assault. The Chinese 
retreated into the mountains with retreated into the mountains with 
comparably small losses. The city comparably small losses. The city 
was badly damaged by the Japanese was badly damaged by the Japanese 
shore and air bombardmentshore and air bombardment..

Jan 1940



Chinese Blitzkr iegChinese Blitzkr ieg
The severing of the Japanese salient The severing of the Japanese salient 

north of north of WuhanWuhan was probably was probably 
one of the most brilliant moves one of the most brilliant moves 
the Chinese ever did. Taking a the Chinese ever did. Taking a 
high risk at running out of high risk at running out of 
supply, they threw all they could supply, they threw all they could 
muster at the weakly protected muster at the weakly protected 
Japanese flanks to the north and Japanese flanks to the north and 
west of the city.west of the city.

Unable to cope with the masses of Unable to cope with the masses of 
Chinese infantry the Japanese Chinese infantry the Japanese 
divisions melted away and were divisions melted away and were 
routed to routed to WuhanWuhan. The two . The two 
divisions to the northwest were divisions to the northwest were 
now cut from all supply and now cut from all supply and 
surrounded by no less than 20 surrounded by no less than 20 
Chinese divisions, making Chinese divisions, making 
breakout an impossibility.breakout an impossibility.

The Chinese did not care much about The Chinese did not care much about 
the cooped up the cooped up JapsJaps but awaited but awaited 
their outbreak or surrender.their outbreak or surrender.

Feb 1940



BreakoutBreakout attemptattempt
TheThe JapaneseJapanese satsat a a whilewhile in in theirtheir pitpit. . TheyThey gotgot ordersorders

and Sake and Sake byby airair drop drop butbut hadhad to to movemove somesome dayday. . 
LateLate in in JuneJune, , thethe JapaneseJapanese intelligenceintelligence
interceptedintercepted an an attackattack plan and plan and figuredfigured thatthat duringduring
thethe massive massive trooptroop movementsmovements byby thethe Chinese, a Chinese, a 
light and agile light and agile divisiondivision couldcould marchmarch 300 km in 300 km in 
oneone weekweek, , avoidingavoiding combatcombat..

On 1st On 1st JulyJuly, , thethe 7th 7th JapaneseJapanese InfantryInfantry Division Division 
attemptedattempted a a breakoutbreakout fromfrom thethe cauldroncauldron northnorth of of 
WuhanWuhan. All . All fuelfuel reservesreserves werewere depleteddepleted. . 
ArmoredArmored carscars and and tankstanks werewere leftleft behindbehind withwith
volunteersvolunteers to man to man thethe gunsguns. . TheThe bulkbulk of of thethe
divisiondivision marchedmarched tirelesslytirelessly to to thethe northeastnortheast. A . A 
coherentcoherent attackattack on on thethe Chinese Chinese positionspositions was was 
impossibleimpossible..

Elements of Elements of fivefive Chinese Chinese corpscorps attackedattacked fromfrom
different different directionsdirections. . WhileWhile 6th Division 6th Division heldheld thethe
lineslines, , thethe 7th 7th slippedslipped throughthrough at at somesome point point butbut
hadhad to to openopen thatthat gapgap underunder severesevere fightingfighting
losseslosses. After a . After a oneone weekweek deathdeath marchmarch, a , a remnantremnant
cadrecadre of of troopstroops reachedreached JapaneseJapanese lineslines..



Summer Summer battlesbattles at at WuhanWuhan

The Japanese fighters were hampered by their long The Japanese fighters were hampered by their long 
flight time from their remote base at flight time from their remote base at NankingNanking. . 
The aged IThe aged I--1616’’ s thus managed to shoot down s thus managed to shoot down 
many Japanese bombers that were attacking many Japanese bombers that were attacking 
Chinese ground troops. The Japanese troops Chinese ground troops. The Japanese troops 
tried to attack northeast in symphony with 6th tried to attack northeast in symphony with 6th 
& 7th corps but were forced to defend against & 7th corps but were forced to defend against 
the massive assault coming from their back.the massive assault coming from their back.

The Japanese defended desperately against the vast The Japanese defended desperately against the vast 
numbers of Chinese when the 6th Corps finally numbers of Chinese when the 6th Corps finally 
broke through the Chinese lines east of the broke through the Chinese lines east of the 
city. The KMT troops at this position were city. The KMT troops at this position were 
matched hopelessly against superior equipment matched hopelessly against superior equipment 
and air support of the Japanese army. The and air support of the Japanese army. The 
Japanese troops escaped the Japanese troops escaped the WuhanWuhan cauldron cauldron 
badly mauled but with intact heavy weapons badly mauled but with intact heavy weapons 
and organization. Chinese troops then and organization. Chinese troops then 
occupied occupied WuhanWuhan without any further without any further 
resistance.resistance.

ChiangChiang’’ s next objective was the capture of s next objective was the capture of 
WuhanWuhan. His next reserves went to the . His next reserves went to the 
central and northern front to increase the central and northern front to increase the 
pressure upon the Japanese salient. In pressure upon the Japanese salient. In 
June, the time seemed right for an June, the time seemed right for an 
offensive.offensive.

Chinese troops assembled north and west of Chinese troops assembled north and west of 
WuhanWuhan to launch an assault during second to launch an assault during second 
half of the month. But surprisingly, half of the month. But surprisingly, 
Japanese troops assembled southeast of Japanese troops assembled southeast of 
WuhanWuhan to launch a relief attack just about to launch a relief attack just about 
the same time. The doublethe same time. The double--battle at battle at 
WuhanWuhan ensued. 30 divisions, totalling over ensued. 30 divisions, totalling over 
500,000 troops, clashed into each other.500,000 troops, clashed into each other.

On 16th June, 15 Chinese divisions attacked 4 On 16th June, 15 Chinese divisions attacked 4 
Japanese infantry divisions at Japanese infantry divisions at WuhanWuhan. The . The 
Chinese also committed the 1st Fighter Chinese also committed the 1st Fighter 
wing, the Japanese one bomber and one wing, the Japanese one bomber and one 
fighter wing. fighter wing. 



TheThe JapaneseJapanese AnswerAnswer
On 3rd July, the 15th Japanese Infantry On 3rd July, the 15th Japanese Infantry 

Division tried to attack across lake Division tried to attack across lake PoyangPoyang
to to NanchangNanchang. But the Chinese were already . But the Chinese were already 
too well deployed and occupied the too well deployed and occupied the 
opposing lake shore. Attempt after attempt opposing lake shore. Attempt after attempt 
failed before the excellent defences. When failed before the excellent defences. When 
losses approached 40% with no visible losses approached 40% with no visible 
result except diverting the Chinese, the result except diverting the Chinese, the 
attack was broken off.attack was broken off.

With the poor success of this surprise attack With the poor success of this surprise attack 
and the mediocre success of the air raids, and the mediocre success of the air raids, 
the Japanese High Command chose to abort the Japanese High Command chose to abort 
the largethe large--scale counterattack and set up to scale counterattack and set up to 
prepare defenses instead.prepare defenses instead.

The Japanese were set back in their own The Japanese were set back in their own 
offensive plans but quickly modified their offensive plans but quickly modified their 
approaches to launch a potentially approaches to launch a potentially 
dangerous counterattack.dangerous counterattack.

Throughout July bombers and fighter escorts Throughout July bombers and fighter escorts 
attacked Chinese positions south of attacked Chinese positions south of 
WuhanWuhan. Chinese I. Chinese I--16 fighters scrambled 16 fighters scrambled 
to intercept. The Japanese A6M escorts to intercept. The Japanese A6M escorts 
learned from the last monthlearned from the last month’’ s battles and s battles and 
actively engaged the enemy in dogfight, actively engaged the enemy in dogfight, 
trying to achieve air superiority. Both trying to achieve air superiority. Both 
sides were hindered by thick clouds sides were hindered by thick clouds 
through various altitudes which helped to through various altitudes which helped to 
get the bombers through but also made get the bombers through but also made 
targettingtargetting difficult.difficult.

The Japanese fighters disengaged after the The Japanese fighters disengaged after the 
bombers dropped their load onto the bombers dropped their load onto the 
anticipated targets.anticipated targets.



Back and Back and For thFor th

In August 1940, In August 1940, thethe 7th and 9th KMT Army 7th and 9th KMT Army attackedattacked thethe
citycity of of CantonCanton defendeddefended byby JapaneseJapanese 3rd Marine Corps. 3rd Marine Corps. 
TheThe Chinese Chinese appearedappeared withwith overwhelmingoverwhelming superioritysuperiority in in 
menmen butbut thethe JapaneseJapanese hadhad thethe advantageadvantage of of automaticautomatic
and and supportsupport weaponsweapons. Wave . Wave afterafter wavewave of Chinese of Chinese 
soldierssoldiers fellfell , all in all 3 , all in all 3 divisionsdivisions. . TheThe 3rd 3rd attackattack wavewave
mademade itit to to thethe outskirtsoutskirts of of CantonCanton and and beganbegan to to inflictinflict
high high losseslosses on on thethe JapaneseJapanese defendersdefenders. . ThreeThree daysdays thethe
situationsituation was was criticalcritical forfor thethe JapaneseJapanese commandercommander, , butbut
thethe superiorsuperior moralemorale and and disciplinediscipline of of thethe JapaneseJapanese
overcameovercame thesethese weakweak momentsmoments. . WhenWhen thethe effecteffect of of 
JapaneseJapanese bombingsbombings behindbehind thethe lineslines becamebecame cruicialcruicial , , 
thethe tidetide turnedturned. . TheThe defensedefense firmlyfirmly heldheld despitedespite severesevere
losseslosses, and , and thethe Chinese Chinese assaultassault collapsedcollapsed in in disorderdisorder and and 
forfor lack of lack of supplysupply. . ButBut thethe JapaneseJapanese losseslosses werewere equallyequally
high, so high, so CantonCanton fellfell thethe nextnext monthmonth back back intointo Chinese Chinese 
handshands..

Japan was not yet ready to admit defeat in the south. In April 1Japan was not yet ready to admit defeat in the south. In April 1940 two Japanese 940 two Japanese 
corps attacked Canton from corps attacked Canton from HongkongHongkong and Macau. With the aid of the and Macau. With the aid of the 
Imperial Navy, securing and supporting the crossing over the Imperial Navy, securing and supporting the crossing over the SikiangSikiang, the , the 
embattled city switched sides again.embattled city switched sides again.



TheThe fatefate of Hongkongof Hongkong
With the declaration of war upon the With the declaration of war upon the 

Commonwealth, Japan also seized Commonwealth, Japan also seized 
HongkongHongkong, which until that point was , which until that point was 
administered by several colonial administered by several colonial 
powers, among them France, the powers, among them France, the 
United States, Great Britain and United States, Great Britain and 
Japan itself.Japan itself.

The British provided the largest The British provided the largest 
contingent and were those who by far contingent and were those who by far 
had established the largest and oldest had established the largest and oldest 
businesses in businesses in HongkongHongkong..

On 19th July, the 58th Japanese Division On 19th July, the 58th Japanese Division 
marched into the city of marched into the city of HongkongHongkong. . 
The British garrison, unaware of the The British garrison, unaware of the 
true enemytrue enemy’’ s strength, surrendered s strength, surrendered 
before the grimbefore the grim--looking Japanese looking Japanese 
soldiers. Chaos erupted in the city soldiers. Chaos erupted in the city 
and could not be quelled after and could not be quelled after 
rumours spread that the Japanese rumours spread that the Japanese 
numbered possibly less than 5000 numbered possibly less than 5000 
men. British, French and US men. British, French and US 
company property was stolen and company property was stolen and 
pillaged by ravaging bands.pillaged by ravaging bands.

Chinese troops liberated the city in Chinese troops liberated the city in 
October 1940, after the destruction of October 1940, after the destruction of 
the main body of the Japanese forces the main body of the Japanese forces 
in Canton. Surrounded by several in Canton. Surrounded by several 
Chinese armies, the Japanese Navy Chinese armies, the Japanese Navy 
evacuated the remaining troops early evacuated the remaining troops early 
in September. China first secured in September. China first secured 
Canton, then took Canton, then took HongkongHongkong without without 
a fight.a fight.



Misses and Misses and MistakesMistakes
The Chinese gave up garrisoning The Chinese gave up garrisoning 

FouzhouFouzhou as early as end of 1939 as early as end of 1939 
but they maintained control of it but they maintained control of it 
until the summer of 1940. The until the summer of 1940. The 
Japanese Japanese KwantungKwantung army, after army, after 
the intense early year battles the intense early year battles 
seem to have had not a single seem to have had not a single 
division in spare to conquer that division in spare to conquer that 
populous city not too far away populous city not too far away 
from the Yellow Sea.from the Yellow Sea.

After the liberation of After the liberation of HongkongHongkong
from Japanese occupation the from Japanese occupation the 
United States, which were not at United States, which were not at 
war with Japan, missed a great war with Japan, missed a great 
chance to ship arms and supplies chance to ship arms and supplies 
for the Chinese army directly into for the Chinese army directly into 
that port. Perhaps fearing that port. Perhaps fearing 
Japanese minefields, perhaps Japanese minefields, perhaps 
inner political problems, inner political problems, 
Roosevelt let support for China Roosevelt let support for China 
run idle for a long time.run idle for a long time.

Picture: Chinese troops (with British helmets) 
vacate Fouzhou. The Chinese used helmets
from British, Russian, American and for a 
long time also German production!



EconomicsEconomics……
the yellow man. In many ways the yellow man. In many ways 
the Chinese people are still the Chinese people are still 
underdeveloped. Yes you need to underdeveloped. Yes you need to 
learn a real lot. And bless God learn a real lot. And bless God 
His Majesty has sent us to teach His Majesty has sent us to teach 
you some manners. My coolie you some manners. My coolie 
used to eat his rice with bare used to eat his rice with bare 
hands before I came here.hands before I came here.’’

ChiangChiang was was dulyduly embarassedembarassed byby thisthis
snobsnob, and , and withwith fistfist in hand he in hand he 
temperedtempered himselfhimself to to permitpermit thisthis
manman‘‘ ss continuedcontinued workwork. After . After 
manymany failedfailed attemptsattempts and and wastedwasted
investmentsinvestments, China , China eventuallyeventually
camecame to to produceproduce SpitfiresSpitfires, , tankstanks, , 
modern modern artilleryartillery and an and an economiceconomic
growth growth duringduring a a twotwo--yearyear periodperiod
of well of well overover 50 50 percentpercent..

TheThe generalissimogeneralissimo was was pleasedpleased and and 
thethe colonelcolonel was was finishedfinished. . 
Patience Patience paidpaid out to China out to China againagain..

The Chinese leadership was bent on The Chinese leadership was bent on 
modernizing the country and, modernizing the country and, 
with British aid, was on a long with British aid, was on a long 
but steady way to ultimate but steady way to ultimate 
success over the years.success over the years.

Britain sent a group of advisors, led Britain sent a group of advisors, led 
by the keen and arrogant Colonel by the keen and arrogant Colonel 
Marlborough. After an inspection Marlborough. After an inspection 
of a Chinese aircraft engine of a Chinese aircraft engine 
factories where he experienced a factories where he experienced a 
handful of workers incapable of handful of workers incapable of 
finishing in a week what a single finishing in a week what a single 
English worker performed at the English worker performed at the 
Merlin factory in one day he Merlin factory in one day he 
snorted: snorted: ‘‘ China lacks effective China lacks effective 
industries, China lacks modern industries, China lacks modern 
technology, China lacks skilled technology, China lacks skilled 
workers, an intelligent workers, an intelligent 
administration and leadership, administration and leadership, 
rational thinking and a sense of rational thinking and a sense of 
duty that seems somehow alien toduty that seems somehow alien to



……and and EconomicEconomic WarfareWarfare
Japan, unable to rush the necessary Japan, unable to rush the necessary 

reinforcements on the ground reinforcements on the ground 
quickly enough to the frontlines, quickly enough to the frontlines, 
sent a fleet of aircraft to protect sent a fleet of aircraft to protect 
the thinned out lines.the thinned out lines.

When the absence of Chinese When the absence of Chinese 
offensive movements permitted, offensive movements permitted, 
they flew massive raids against they flew massive raids against 
ChungkingChungking. Throughout the year . Throughout the year 
1940, they bombarded the 1940, they bombarded the 
Chinese capital almost every Chinese capital almost every 
other day and destroyed other day and destroyed 
approximately 50% of the city.approximately 50% of the city.

At times Japan sent over 1000 At times Japan sent over 1000 
aircraft in a single raid, always aircraft in a single raid, always 
with a fighter escort of about with a fighter escort of about 
300. When 300. When ChungkingChungking was too was too 
mush of a waste for proper mush of a waste for proper 
targeting, they switched towards targeting, they switched towards 
ChangshaChangsha, with similar effects., with similar effects.



GainsGains and and LossesLosses
In effect, the undisputable Chinese In effect, the undisputable Chinese 

successes did not play that much successes did not play that much 
of a role in terms of territory. The of a role in terms of territory. The 
Chinese lost 2 cities (Chinese lost 2 cities (HangchowHangchow
and and FouzhouFouzhou) and gained 3. But ) and gained 3. But 
one of them (one of them (KongkongKongkong) was ) was 
already leased to Foreigners, so already leased to Foreigners, so 
the net gain was Canton and the net gain was Canton and 
WuhanWuhan, not very much at all., not very much at all.

But strategically things looked more But strategically things looked more 
advantageous. The frontline was advantageous. The frontline was 
roughtlyroughtly cut in half, from 2700 cut in half, from 2700 
km to 1500 km, the industrial km to 1500 km, the industrial 
center center aroungaroung ChangshaChangsha was was 
protected and the railroad to protected and the railroad to 
ChengchouChengchou in the north was in the north was 
controlled, securing supply to the controlled, securing supply to the 
northern Army Group.northern Army Group.

Yellowish: Chinese gainsYellowish: Chinese gains
Red hatched: Japanese gainsRed hatched: Japanese gains

Nov 1940



1941: 1941: TheThe second second yearyear of warof war
1941 saw some good fighting 1941 saw some good fighting 

between the Japanese Empire and between the Japanese Empire and 
the Kuomintang but most that the Kuomintang but most that 
had the effect of attrition and had the effect of attrition and 
little ground was gained by either little ground was gained by either 
side.side.

Compared to end of 1940, only two Compared to end of 1940, only two 
things are noteworthy: the things are noteworthy: the 
creation of a new beachhead in creation of a new beachhead in 
Macau and the quasi loss of the Macau and the quasi loss of the 
beachhead in beachhead in KwangchouKwangchou..

But at the beginning of 1942, Japan But at the beginning of 1942, Japan 
had for the first time since over had for the first time since over 
two year, assembled large troop two year, assembled large troop 
concentrations in the north.concentrations in the north.

Peace with Great Britain Peace with Great Britain obvioulsyobvioulsy
freed some forces in other freed some forces in other 
theaters and the Japanese used theaters and the Japanese used 
this chance to build up strength this chance to build up strength 
in China that according to in China that according to 
western analysts were superior.western analysts were superior.



Fight Fight overover PoyangPoyang
In July 1941 the 13th Japanese Division In July 1941 the 13th Japanese Division 

launched an attack against 20th KMT launched an attack against 20th KMT 
Corps at Corps at PoyangPoyang. The Chinese . The Chinese 
defended behind welldefended behind well --covered covered 
fortified positions. Despite fortified positions. Despite 
mobilization of all reserves, no mobilization of all reserves, no 
victory could be achieved. The victory could be achieved. The 
counterattack of one Chinese division counterattack of one Chinese division 
reached the Japanese divisional HQ, reached the Japanese divisional HQ, 
captured and destroyed all supply & captured and destroyed all supply & 
communication units.communication units.

The move was screened by an attack on The move was screened by an attack on 
the Chinese front in the mountains the Chinese front in the mountains 
east of east of PoyangPoyang. In difficult terrain the . In difficult terrain the 
Japanese troops engaged in bloody Japanese troops engaged in bloody 
close combat with the Chinese. Pitted close combat with the Chinese. Pitted 
against superior weapons and morale, against superior weapons and morale, 
the Chinese troops chose to withdraw the Chinese troops chose to withdraw 
to to PoyangPoyang and further south later.and further south later.

The small town to the east of the lake that The small town to the east of the lake that 
bears the same name was considered a key bears the same name was considered a key 
position for cutting a wedge through the position for cutting a wedge through the 
mountains down to Amoy. mountains down to Amoy. PoyangPoyang was was 
finally taken in August 1941, after finally taken in August 1941, after 
numerous unsuccessful attempts, some of numerous unsuccessful attempts, some of 
which we like to describe here.which we like to describe here.



Compar isonCompar ison
To compare the strength of the two opponents To compare the strength of the two opponents 

over a two year period we plot the number over a two year period we plot the number 
of divisions in the field and the more of divisions in the field and the more 
abstract abstract ““ combat factorscombat factors”” . The interval . The interval 
length is two months, from November length is two months, from November 
1939 to November 1941.1939 to November 1941.

The number of divisions in the field is a clear The number of divisions in the field is a clear 
and objective measure of the ebb and flow and objective measure of the ebb and flow 
of force strength during the war. But as the of force strength during the war. But as the 
Chinese divisions were far more inferior in Chinese divisions were far more inferior in 
equipment and training, another measure equipment and training, another measure 
became necessary.became necessary.

The number of combat factors more precisely The number of combat factors more precisely 
depicts the relative strength of force, with depicts the relative strength of force, with 
the Japanese divisions multiplied by a the Japanese divisions multiplied by a 
““ superiority factorsuperiority factor”” , and adding some , and adding some 
factors for the substantial Japanese air factors for the substantial Japanese air 
support that could be brought to bear on support that could be brought to bear on 
the frontline. Chinese air force was not the frontline. Chinese air force was not 
accounted, as its primary role was to deter accounted, as its primary role was to deter 
and intercept Japanese bombers in support and intercept Japanese bombers in support 
of their own ground forces.of their own ground forces.

Divisions in the field
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ConclusionConclusion
Japan had for a long time grave problems Japan had for a long time grave problems 

in the Chinese in the Chinese theatertheater. Many lessons . Many lessons 
were learned, one of them being the were learned, one of them being the 
inadequacy of carrierinadequacy of carrier--based attack based attack 
planes in the support of normal army planes in the support of normal army 
operations.operations.

One must admit the Japan was also One must admit the Japan was also 
committed in many other places in committed in many other places in 
Southeast Asia. Singapore, Malaya, Southeast Asia. Singapore, Malaya, 
Burma and the 13Burma and the 13’’ 000 islands of the 000 islands of the 
Dutch East Indies drew from the Dutch East Indies drew from the 
Chinese front.Chinese front.

However once these place were secured, However once these place were secured, 
and ultimately upon signing the and ultimately upon signing the 
armistice with Great Britain, Japan armistice with Great Britain, Japan 
increased her presence in China from increased her presence in China from 
a mere 23 divisions in the end of a mere 23 divisions in the end of 
1940 to almost 50 divisions in the 1940 to almost 50 divisions in the 
end of 1941 end of 1941 –– a real threat to China.a real threat to China.

The Chinese offensives were well timed and The Chinese offensives were well timed and 
caught Japan in a moment where it was both caught Japan in a moment where it was both 
least welcome and least anticipated. Despite least welcome and least anticipated. Despite 
a general lack of firepower, the Kuomintang a general lack of firepower, the Kuomintang 
consolidated their lines of consolidated their lines of defensedefense and and 
successfully attacked their primary targets. successfully attacked their primary targets. 
Little could have been done better.Little could have been done better.


