Erom Hangchnew to
IHongkoeng

The reconguest of Occupied China
by the National Revolutionary Army

Exerpts from the WM 60th Anniversary Replay http://wwii.sepic.org




Overview

\We observe in detail the actions of the
Japanese and Kuomintang armies
during ene year between November
1939 and November 1940, and
briefly those until end of 1941.

The Japanese drew first blood after a
period of peace since late 1937,
waging an expedition from A moy.
into the foreststo. the nerthwest.

The Kuomintang answered by retreating
Into the mountains during December
and preparing for a major offensive
in January.

When the preparations were finished by
January, the Chinese struck hard at
three peints on two frent sections,
conguering the city of Canton and
encircling two Japanese divisions.
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ne Planning

Stretegic plannin J Weis rrzcle 2 top
priority and Chiang }’ﬂumx took

rnost of itinto nis own hends. He clid
not trust too rouch the Allied rrilitary
aclvizors, and gave clear guicelines

for tne soutnerr arrny groug.

Ina resszgje 10 Gerner rel Stilwell, Criang
oultlir el he J.'OJ fives of this
operetio “you fieve to put up <orme
presqurem the 5 L L our prirnery
opjective will b seue a port or
operl alink to rJorc oy, <o we will
be ahle to receive fo oreign aicl. |
recornrmnenc Ceantor, es 1t will 2l<o
orovice uswith incorne and rrore
recruits.”
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Chizng let no dounts anout the costs fe
wes willing to pay to achieve nis
fie wes, or

goels, and wriet excuze
wes not, willing to sccept in ceze of
feilure: *The Crinese troops carn be
considered carnon foddler, <o you carn
e pernid thern 2s neeclec).”



Jan 1940

1940: A Flarc Blow

The Crnnes: offensive of 1940 <truck the
Jeperiese nercl anc unprepared,
tner clicl the /rcg}/or with at VIT
attzick, nor cic they rnuster the
necessery air cover to protect trieir
1L} ']cedlyJJe or ground troops,
Asordlered by Chiang zi-Sner the T
Japeaneze positions
I/ 5 JFIJIJrI/ Despite
esistance frorm acsingle
lOrIJ ese d‘ /]SJ orl, cf i intense
rIFJlJrr/SJJOOFF py Japenese <ho or
pornperclrrent support, the Chine
fine JI/ OLIErIL mo:r:d thern. Thez
cost the ¥ MT 3 divigions out the
Overrer a Jager ese airfield,

Irithe seme rnoritr), Flangchow fell to a
rrzssive Japernese cornpined
Jemd/eﬂr/:egl szt The Chinese
retrestec] 1nto the rmournt em vw fr
cornparznly srmall losses, city
wes beclly v carnzged by 'reJrlorf
snore ard air pornoarclrner)
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Feb 1940
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T he se\ ering of the Japernese elient

orir) of Wuner weas progzioly

er of the rmiost brillisrt rnoves
tne Crinese ever dicl, Taring 2
nigr risk et running out of

supply, they threw ell they could
rruster at the yweeily Y protec tec
JrlOrI e;e flanis to the nortn and
west of the cl

Um:wlew cope with the rnesses of
Chiriess irifarir v the Jager
civigions rnelied ewvay 2 ancl v
routed to Wunzarn. Tretwo
civigionsto the northwest were
now cut frorn all supoely and
surrouncled oy no less trian 20
Crinese divisions, rmeiing
oreswoUt an irnpossinility.
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The Chninese did not care rmuch egout

le cooped Up Japs out ewveited
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Bresy OUl alternof

The Jaganese et awrilein thelr pit. They got orders
ancl Szle b \/ EJ rlroo out necl to rmove sorne clay.,
Laielin June, ine rognegem[rllurm e
Intercepied an attzck olan anc f figurec thet cluring
the rnzesive troop movernenis by the Chinese, 2
lignt and zgjile division could rrarch 200 ki in
orie weell, evoiding cornpet.

On st duly, the 7tn Jaganese I nifantry Divisior
aiternpted 21 bresloLit from the cauldron nosth of
Wunar)., All fuel reserves were dcpl atedl,
Arrnored cars and tanks were left peninc with
volurnieers to rzrn the guns, Tne ouli of tre
civicion rnarched tirelescly to the nortnezst. A
conerent ettack on the Chinese positions wes
Irnpossiole,

Elernernis of flve Chinese corps etizcred frorm
different directions, Whilz 6 J vicion neldtne
lines, tne 7tn =lipped througn i sorne point out
necl to opern et gaip uricler sev
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fighiing
l2rchl, 2 rernnzrt
j

res.

re
|ozzes, r\mr zl orwv\/:f" clesin rre
caclre of troops rescned Jaganese |



C'rnm:»etuoos sccernoled nortn anc west of
O]

Or)

Surnrner pattles at Wonan

Criang' s nest opjective wes the capture of The Japenese fighters were narnpered Dy their long
YWz, erme/r reserves wWerni to tre flignt tir JHHOHJ thelr rermote base et [Nanking,
central and northern front to incresse ine Theaged 1-18 s thus rmanzged to snoot dowr
oressure Uupor) the Jaganese sealiernt, 1n rmeny Jepernese nornoers that were attacking
June, the tirme seermed rignt for in Chinese ground troops, The Japarnese troops

offerzive, 'tr] ed to attack nortnesst in syrnpnorly witr 6tn

|
I
& 7t corps put were forced to defencl agzinst
the rnessive assallt corning frorm thelr back,

VWuhar to launch an essault during seconcd

rJ I c fthe rnoritr, But surprisingly, The Japerese defencled desperaiely ,dyms tr evest
Jeiparniese troops assernoled southezst of nurnpers of Crinese wher the 6tn Corpsfinelly

\/\/llﬂrﬂ to lawnch aurelief attack just anolt oro}’e mro Ign the Chinese lines ez<t of the

the carne tirne, The double-peittle et city. The ¥ MT troops &t t hpoo,j tior were

Wuhan ensuec, 30 divigions, totalling over rrztcr el Jopelesgly / agjzlnst superior equiprnent

500,000 troops, cleshed into ezch other, and zir support of the Japarese arrmy. The

Jeiparniese troops esceaped] 'the VWuriarn caulcron
orrll v izl ecl put with intect nesyy weepons

ancl orgeriization, Jnm&e uooy rm er)
occupied Wunar without

resistance,

16th June, 15 Chinese divisions attzcked 4
Jepanese infaritry divigions et Wuner, -
Chinese zlzo cornrnitied the 1<t Fignter
Wirly, the Jagearnese ore Dorroer ar
fighter wing.
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The Japanese were et Deck inthalr owrn
offensive plans out quickly modifiec thelr
apruaches to launcn e potentially

clengerous courteratizick
Througnout July bornoers Eﬂrlr J'r[ rescorts
ettzickec] Chinese positions oL
Wurnarn. Chinese |-16 fignters scrarmnbl
to Intercept. The Japariese ASV escorits
lezrned from the last rmontn’ s pettles and
actively engaged the enerny in dogfigrit,
trying to ecnieve air superiority. Botr)
S ,I swere nincderec by thick clouds

J
nrougn various altitucles wnicn helped to

ef the bornperst

tergetiin Jrlmg LIt

The Japanese fighters dizengzaged after the
pornoers dropped thelr lozd onto the
anticipated tare
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Srcl July, the 15tn Japznese Iriferntry
Divigion tried to itz 2Cross |

to Nancherg. But |
too well rl@rl 0YeC
oooo,mgl es , f
feilec beforethe exceJlen'r defences. VWher)
]OSSES"OOfOc necl 40% wy j

r it exccept diverting th
ttzick wes Drolen off,
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Wi h tne poor success of this surprise atizck

andl ine mediocre suceess of the ar
the Jar JrIJZLE = J h Commrﬂrl C ruse £o



Back ancd Forin

Jeipain was not /e rezcly to acdmit defeat In the soutn. In April 1940 two Japernese
corps eftaciced Cariton from Flongiong ancd Meacau, With the rJ rJ of irne
JmorrJ =l Nawy, securing and supporting the crossing over the Sikiang, the
ernibettl ed o city switched sices agzin,

m n

It August 1940, the 7ih and 9th K XMT Arrny attzciced the
city of Canton defericecd o y Jeperiese Srd Marine Corps,
The Chinese apoeared witn ¢ overwhel i ng superiority in
rrien put the JEIOrIJZLE necl the eclvantage of cLLerfﬂcEJ C
ancl support wezipons, Waye after wave of Chirnese
solcliers f rJJ, all Trrall 3 \/J sions, Tne Srd attack waye
rmacle it to the outskirts of Canton arnd | peger 1o iriflict

‘ nign losses on the Japariese cefenclers, Triree daysine

\ Situet on) wes criticel for ife Jeipenese cornrnzncder, out
tne superior rmorele ard disci ol Ine of the Japarnese

/ \ overcarne trese vver< rrornernts, Wrern tne effect of
Jeipzinese Dornoir) S £ oenind the lines becarne cruiciel,

tnetideturnec. Tne defenze firmly neld despite severe
Iost@;, and the Crinese szl t collapzed in dizord

for lack of supoly. Bl Lt tne Jaganese lozses were eguzlly
nign, <o rgﬂrom fell the next montn beck into Crinese
riencls,



The Brit]
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fle el

Wit the cleclarztior) Jf Welr Lpor) the
Cornrnonweslth, Japer er zelzed
rFlongiong, whict) unti] the po oIt Wes
aclrministered by several colonizl

POWErS, 2rnong therrn Frence, the
Uriited Stzies, Grezt Britzin anc
Japarn | selr

5 (
Corli] mge

pusinessesin r
On 19tn July, the 58th Jepenese Division
rrzrched int ‘t'Je CJ / of rJJrU}/orJg

, Unzwvare of the
I, <uirren clered
-] oo'éJ mg Jeperese
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longlkong

se troops l1ber axed thecity |
ctober 1940, f £ (re
12 rnzin body of t e;e;
) Caritor. Surrournded by ey

] rrnies, the Japenese e
f rermmmg froops &
in September Crinafirst secure rl
Canitor, thern took Flongrong without
afigrit,
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The Chinese gave up garrizoning
Fouz 10U 25 eerly 25 end of 193¢
| 1=y rnzinizelnec conirol of It
tne surnrmer of 1940, The
Jz orﬂese P WEIRELINg errny, gjtsr
the interse el \ yesr Delftles
seern to nawve riec not 21 g mgl 2
civision in spare to concjuer thet
pooulous city not too far ewey
frormine 7ellow Sez

After the JJO’: retion of Hongikong
frorn Jeperiese occUpzt or) the
United States, wricr were ror et
war with Jaipar), rnissed a greeﬁ
chiance o snip arms ancl supplies
for the Chinese arrny direc il Vv Into
tnelt port, Pernaps fearinc g
Jrlorm:e rinefields, pernaps
iriner political proolerns,
Foosevelt et support for Chinet
ruriicdlefor along tirne,



COnormnics...

The Chinese lezdlership wes bent or) :f:fe/'?HOW iz, 11 fnerly Wey's
rnoclernizing the couniry znd, the Chinese people are <till
with Britizh zicl, wes of alorig L }15 teveloped, /25 you need o
but <teecly //5/ to ultirrzte J,e?f“ 21 ez Joi. f\f“ ole - =0 . J,
sUcoess over fhe years, FlIs Mlgjesty hes sent L to teech)

o - , YOu sorre rmenners, My coolie

Briteln >fr[,f',‘9r e of eclizors, Jed Lzed to gl his rice with bare
0y the Yeer znd = zrrogert Colonel Fardls before | carne Here.
Mzrlporougr. After 2in inzpectior e T
OJ‘ ol (“J“&.Secjr(r(_j[ m”JJ”‘_; C”J"IJJ Wels (h”/ ‘_rﬂO"_rC]:,:, J O/ s
fectories where he experienced 2 =nop, enic with fist in hend ne;
heancful of workers incapeble of ternperscl nirnsel f 1o perrnit tnis
finizhing in awesl whet 21 < JrJJe fr H 'S Cont nued worie, After
Englizh worker performmed 21 i rrznly feiled etternpis and wested
Merlin feciory i Orie ey Fe Investrnents, Crirel ¢\/~rJ£u~JJ/
crorted: J“rm Sef»: fye cerne to produce Spitfires, tanis,
indusiries, Chi raL20ks rrodern rmoclern rf;J‘JVJ“r /fﬂrl 21 conormic
techrol oc JJ/ CHina lac }55 Al el growif) during z. [WO— ez period
workers, an intelligent of well over 50 percent,
eclrrinistration ancl [ezaclership, The generelizsimo wes plezsed and

refionel thinking ancl z senze of the colonel wasfinisned.
r

dzl
cuty tnet seerms ornenow alier to Petience peaic out to Chiraagzin,
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Land Econornic Wartar e

Jeipzrn, unepl e to rush the necessary
relnforcernents on the grorncl
cuickly enough to the frontlines,
ge nit e flegt of rJrrrrn to profect

netninned out lines

\/\/m“m the ansence of Crinese
offenzive rmovernents perrnitted,
they flew rnezssive ral ids ege rsi
Fnuru}/mg Througnout trne yeer

1940, they bornpzrcled the
Crinese capital alrnost every
other clay @ anel clesiroy oyecl
aopro/irmetely 50% of tne city.

At tirnes Japan sent over 1000
eircreftin eccingle raid, elways
with elfigriier escort of anout
300, Whern Chungiing wes too
rnusn of aweste for proger
tergetin g, "r'rJH/ switcried towards
Chriangshiay, with sirnilar effects,



Nov 1940 Iri effect, the uncisputanle rnr&e
successes dic not play that rouck
of aroleln terms of rrJror/ rhe

2 citles (Flangchow
erd gelned 3. But
s g}fomg) ch
el rezcly ees& I[ Forelgners,

the net gain was Carior) rIJfJ

YWuriarn, not very rnuch et zll,

Ut straiegically tnings looked more
aclvarnizageous, The frontline wes
rougnily cui ir nelf, frorn 2700
vrn to 1500 ki), the incustrizl
center erourny Criangsna weas
pTOE:CE’:C] and the reilrozd to
Criengcnoll in the north wes
coritrolled, securing supply to the
northerr Arrry Groug.

L‘_l"l

leljv\/: Crinese gzins

Fed nzicned: Japanese gains

/



cond year of war

19470 <z sorne UJOFI figniing

petweer) the Jaganese Empire and

the ¥ uorminizr) ¢ OUE rriost thiet

el the effect of attrition arncd
ittle ground was gainecd by etner
icle,

Cornpared to encl of 1940, only two
tnings ere notewortny: the
crezifion of zriew pDeachnesc I
Mecaw encl tne quezsi loss of tr e
oegcnneacl in wangchodl,

i ire o rrgmrn ng of 1942, Japern
necl for tnefirst tirne since over
two vear, assermnoled |arc (e iroop
Conce entretions ir tne norin,

el Britain oovioulsy
Orces JrJ ormrr

e G l_

(/3 —

Irl uo :[HJg[
JrfJJ ngto
s were superior,
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Thesmell towrn to the ez<t of thelzie thet Iry July 19471 tne 13in Japanese Division
Deers the 5*ame rerevvcbg nsiclered ai ey lzLincned ar ettack ageainst 20t0 MT
oosition for cutting awedge througr the Corps et Poyeng. The Chinese
MOLINEENNS dovvr 110 Arnoy. Poyerg wes clefenclec penind well-covered
rJrJedJy'e} enin August 19471, efter fortified positions, Despite

nurnerous unsuccessful tternots, sorne of rnobilization of all reserves, no
wrich we liketo describe nere, victory could be achisved. The
coumu,maj of one Chinese division
rezicned the Japarneze divigional FO),
captured and cestroyed all supply &
COrMrUni Czii or units,
The move wes "greered'r /e attzick on
the Crinese front in Je rnouritains
eegt of Poyang. In difficult terrein the

Cl
Jeipariese troops enge Jel oloocly
flose cornpett with the Crinese, Fitted
agelnst superior weapons and morzle,
the Chinese troops chose to withdrawy
to Poyang ancl furthier soutr lzier,



To cornperethe strer
over el two YEEN [
or rl v JOFSJ

“cormnp E.F fe zors". Thelntervel

S TWO rnortr

N —

ov~mo~r 19411,

.Ir
1\/~ rressure of
rmgrr | clurine t

' lOEIJ se pornpbers in support KA
ground forces £8s=2

Cornpari<on

Igtn of tne two opponernts
oerioc we plot the nurmoer
trie fi

Divisions in the field

o rﬂrl thermore

1z, frorm Novernoer

@ China
| Japan
slons i efJeJdJsa clezar
tre 00 aricl flow
|2 Wer, & ‘3|,FJ£ S E(Jc PO OO SO DD W
erHIEI rriorelnrerlor 1n SFE @ TR TG @ DR
cl rrrJr rig, anotner rnezsure
[ cornpzt factors rmore prec JseJy Combat factors
relzitive strengtn of force, witr 200
'ons rultipliec by 2 180 _
ricl zc IrIJ ng sorne 160 ~
EIJFJrJ eipanese el r 140 e —— China
be brought to bezr or) o |~ opan
,59 zir force wes rot 100
riery rolewesto cleter 50

Jul 40 |
Sep 40 |

Nov 40 |

Jan 41 |

Mrz 41 |

Mai 41 |

Jul 41
Sep 41 |

Nov 41 |




Conclusion

e Chrinese offensives were well tirned and Jawan nec for along tirme grave orodlerms
calgrit Jeipar) In e rnornert wriere it wes Dotf) irithe Crinese tnezter, Meany lessons
Jezst welcorne and least anticl et el Despite were lezrred, ore of 'them DEing the
agereral lack of firepower, the K uorrinteng maclequac v of carrier-baced aitack
corizolicleted their lines of defensze and olanesin the support of norrnzl zrrny
successfully ettacked thelr prirnery targets, operatorls,

Little could hawe peen dorne better, Ore rrust zdrnit the Japarn wes 2l <o
cornraitied in rnany other places i

Southezst Adia, Singapore, Mealaya,
Burrnz ancd the 13000 i<larncds of the
I1) cJJ s crew frorm the
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