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The World Observer

August 30th, 1939
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Europe on the verge of war

The crisis in Europe culminates to dramatic heights
as Hitler, in an ultimatum made yesterday, de-
manded a Polish plenipotentiary to take up talks in
Berlin today. Meanwhile German Wehrmacht forces
arrive daily at the Polish-German border (see pic-
ture) where the Polish Army, aready mobilized
early this month, has taken a defensive posture all
aong the frontier. Germany claims the Free City of
Danzig and an extraterritorial rail and roadway
through the "corridor”, the strip of land connecting
Poland to the Baltic Sea, and cutting off German ter-
ritory East Prussia from the German mainland.
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History
One year on the European Continent. Events preced-
ing the current situation.

30 September, 1938

Munich Conference (Agreement): Britain (Chamber-
lain) France (Daladier) and Italy (Mussolini) grant
the Sudetenland to Germany, going into effect 1 Oc-
tober. Anglo-British guarantee for Czechoslovakia.

14 March, 1939
Slovakia declares her independence from Czecho-
slovakia.

15 March, 1939

Germany troops occupy Czechia to establish a Ger-
man "Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia'. Eng-
land and France declare their guarantee to Czecho-

slovakia as void, because “the state of Czechoslova-
kia has ceased to exist”.

22 March, 1939
Germany occupies Memel area.

28 March, 1939

End of the Spanish Civil War. Madrid surrenders.
General Franco new head of state. US government
recognizes the Franco government on 1 April.

April, 1939

Great Britain and France guarantee armed assistance
to Greece and Rumania, should these be attacked by
Germany or Italy.

Formal Anglo-French guarantees given to Poland.

7 April, 1939

[talian troops invade Albania. Germany cancels the
1934 Non-aggression Pact and the 1935 Anglo-
German Naval Agreement.

14 April, 1939

President Roosevelt demands a guarantee of non-
aggression for 31 named states from Hitler and Mus-
solini. These states are Arabia, Belgium, Bulgaria,
Denmark, Egypt, Estonia, Finland, France, Great
Britain, Hungary, Iran, Irag, Ireland, Latvia, Lithua-
nia, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Palestine, Poland,
Rumania, Russia, Spain, Switzerland, Syria Turkey
and Y ugoslavia.

22 May, 1939
Germany and Italy sign the "Pact of Steel".

23 August, 1939
Germany and the Soviet Union sign a non-
aggression pact in Moscow.

25 August, 1939
England and Poland sign assi stance agreement.

26 August, 1939
German declaration of neutrality for Belgium, Neth-
erlands, Luxembourg , Denmark and Switzerland.
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September 30th, 1939
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Hitler isbeing serious

Berlin. German Chancellor Adolf Hitler declared
war on Poland on 1 September 1939. In a rapid
move, two German army groups centered in on the
Polish capital. The Poles were stunned on the dev-
astating effect of the new German armor and air
arm. Foreign journalists were allowed to report on
the battles. The German troop movement lead to a
rapid encirclement of Polish troops stationed at the
borders.

The President's Response

As afirst officia reaction, President Roosevelt held
a speech before the nation:

"My fellow Americans, today the armed forces of
Germany have crossed into Poland and initiated
armed conflict against the Polish people. In re-
sponse to Germany's aggression, Britain has, ac-
cording to well-known international treaties, de-
clared war against Germany and is now taking ac-
tions to deter German aggression. With these series
of events, Europe is now once again at war. A little
over 20 years ago, America was forced to intervene
in the last European War in order to stop German
aggression and to preserve democracy. The Allied
nations in that Great War sought to establish a new

world community that would protect our children from
another World War. Despite those efforts, it seems that
Europe, and possibly the rest of the world, will once
again have to fight a great war to protect democracy
and establish a peace that will ensure that our children
will never again have to know the bitterness of war. As
of today, this war is a European war, and we all pray
that this conflict can be contained to its current com-
batants and may come to a swift conclusion. Since this
conflict is currently limited to Europe, America re-
mains neutral and shall not become involved in a lim-
ited regiona conflict. | ask all Americansto join mein
prayer for al the victims of this conflict, and to further
pray that this conflict come to a swift conclusion with
diplomacy and humanity prevailing over the horrors of
war. My fellow Americans, America does not desire to
enter into another Great War, however we cannot be
blind or weak in the face of such serious events. Our
way of life depends upon free markets, democratic ide-
als and open seas. Therefore, while America will not
intervene in this limited regiona conflict, America
hereby gives notice that we will not tolerate any spread
of this regional conflict in a manner that threatens
Americans or the American way of life. While Amer-
ica does not desire to become engaged in alimited re-
gional conflict, let the world not mistake neutrality for
blind isolationism. America has and always will defend
the American way of life and the principles of freedom
that are essential to our survival and perserverence. For
these reasons, | shall direct our naval forces to begin
preparations to guarantee that all sea lanes remain open
should they become threatened by the spread of this
limited regiona conflict. My fellow Americans, these
are dire and serious events. However, with God's guid-
ing light we shall see our way through these events.
God blessus all. Good night."

The British and French Re-
Sponses

On 3rd September, Britain declared war on Germany.
French parliament debate almost broke out into hand



fighting, and another government crisis erupted. An
official declaration of war has been postponed.
However a resolution was made that allowed Brit-
ain to land armed forces on French soil and to have
the French army at full wartime alert status.

Germany Presses On

Meanwhile German tanks rolled over Polish corpses
and ruins. On 14 September the Soviet Union,
without a declaration of war, crossed the Polish
border with two army groups and occupied the east-
ern part of Poland. At that date German army group
A closed the circle around Warsaw. For 10 days the
capital was beleaguered. On 25 September the Poles
refused General von Bock's last ultimatum for sur-
render and German tanks rolled again, this time to
storm the already battered and exhausted Polish de-
fenders. On 28 September, all resistance ceased.
They had paid a high price to defend their freedom.
The Polish government escaped to Romania where
it has been interned.

Russia Intervenes in Pol-
ish Conflict

The world shuddered in fear of a reawakened Ger-
many, again demonstrating the power of a militarist
tradition brought back to full strength. But as much
we are shocked at the brutal and wicked way the
Soviet Union has alied with the aggressor Hitler. Is
this the new way political problems are solved in
the coming decade?

According to unconfirmed Finnish reports, the Soviet
Union has also violated the border of Finland.

The British Admiralty declared all waters around Ger-
many war zone. Neutral ships are safe as long as they
sail to British ports. In return, Germany declared all
waters around Britain war zone, and furthermore de-
clared unrestricted submarine warfare against any ship
bound for the British isles or under British flag. During
the month of September German U-Boats sunk
150.000 tons of merchant shipping. Britain claimed to
have sunk several German U-Boats as well as a de-
stroyer squadron in the Bay of Heligoland.

US preparing for war?
Sailors reported the US navy conducting wartime-
practice patrols along the east coast. Senator Durhan
(Rep.) condemned this as 'A dangerous step for Amer-
ica in dangerous times. America should not become
embroiled in European hostilities.” The white house
speaker has announced an official statement before the
press for October 1%. Durhan later openly called F.D.R.
a"Liar. He speaks of neutrality but thinks of war. Don't
let this fool dictate Americas future. A deep economic
crisis will be the result, this time a deeper one, alonger
lasting, a final one". Durhan was later criticized by his
own party members for such harsh words on grounds
of unproven reports.
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Pf enni g

German mnority persecuted by Polish

regi ne

When one looks on Germany today, it is
easy to forget how short a time it has been
since the pandemonium of the ,Weimar
Republic*. Indeed, no country in history
has risen so far so rapidly. The Reich is
once again mightily armed, the economy is
once again strong and stable, the arts and
sciences prosper.

Tragicaly, not all Germans can benefit
from the Fihrer's wise and careful rule.
Those living in Danzig, West Prussia,
Posania and Upper Silesia, al the
territories  unjustly separated from the
Reich by the dictate of Versalles, those
Germans suffer greatly under the Polish
yoke. They are persecuted, oppressed,
discriminated by the regime of Marshall
Rydz-Smigly and his henchmen, held
hostage by people who have long turned a
jealous eye on Germany and her new

glory.

The Rydz-Smigly government closes
German schools, refusing our children an
education unless they are prepared to learn
Polish. Factory owners are pressured to
sack German workers, craftsmen are not
allowed to employ German apprentices.
During the so-caled ,Polish agricultural
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reforms‘, 80% of the land redistributed
was taken from German farmers, while
only 1% was given back to them.

But the persecution is not limited to
official measures. In an anti-German riot in
Lodz earlier this year, hundred thousands
of marks in property were damaged or
destroyed, severa people injured, one
woman killed. Not only is such vile cruelty
strictly against the law of the German-
Polish minority plan of 1937 — which our
government has aways respected to the
letter-, it is outright barbaric and
uncivilised.

Mr Rydz-Smigly and his entourage have to
understand that this aggression will not
stand. The Fuhrer is responsible for the
well-being of al Germans, regardiess of
whether they live inside the Reich's
borders or not, a responsibility which he
will take up with great care and
determination. He will not sit quietly and
watch his countrymen being saughtered
just because they live on soil which
happened to be stolen from the Reich in
the treacherous treaty of Versailles. When
the Fihrer's words fall on deaf ears, he
will not hesitate to hold atrial by fire.



The World Observer

October 31st, 1939
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Stock market plummets

Investors concerned. Analysts shocked.

New York. Stock values began tumbling down rap-
idly this month. Renown brokers are already speak-
ing of a‘Black October’. Allegedly the destabiliza-
tion of the Old World and fear of war and further
crisis are mgor contributors to the largest stock
landslide since the Black Friday. ‘The recent tax
raise and socia unrest lubricates the downward
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drive’, says stock market expert Walter Nash, ‘in-
vestors are very anxious at the moment. Several big
companies are aready in severe financia problems,
but | expect the president’s new low interest incen-
tive will stabilize the market at a pre-1939 level’.
The anaysts early this year prophecized a 20%
economic growth for 1939, so far it seems that we
will see a net result ‘well under 10%, but at least
positive’, says Nash, ‘assumed the Wall Street will
recover soon from the current Hausse' .

The administration has recently increased VAT,
tobacco and gasoline taxes by an average of 2%.

War in Europe

German chancellor and Fuhrer Adolf Hitler yester-
day declared under the cheers of the Reichstag the
‘restoration of our 1914 border’. The last resistance
of the remnants of a Polish army was eliminated be-
fore and inside the city of Danzig. Another Polish
army reportedly fled before the red army into Ro-
manian territory, which raised again question to the

status of over 100,000 Polish troops and various
equipment currently located inside the borders of
Romania. News agents from Stockholm report that
the Baltic and Scandinavian states fear to become
dragged into the recent conflict. The governments
of Finland and Sweden are initiating talks for a
‘Nordic League while at the same time the Finnish
foreign minister, Vannd Tanner, is visiting Mos-
cow. Lithuania and the Baltic States negotiate with
Berlin. Denmark and Norway stressed their ultimate
neutrality. London however is concerned about the
current developments. The traditional dominating
powers of Europe, England and France, have lost
considerably in prestige and influence over the con-
tinent. The Belgian King Leopold Il has officially
submitted a peace proposal to the warring nations.

War in the Atlantic

Degspite intense patrols of the British Royal Navy,
which has amost caused trouble with recent US
fleet maneuvers in the Atlantic, the German
Kriegsmarine claimed to have sunk over half a mil-
lion tons of British merchant shipping. In stormy
seas, German U-boats also damaged severa US
vessels which were bound for the British isles. One
sailor reports ‘We saw a boat ahead signalling us
but we could not identify the signals due to intense
rain and storm. The small vessel was rolling with
the waves. We didn't realize it was a U-Boat which
was trying to force us from the claimed war zone
until it opened fire on us. Our ship took two hits in
the bow. Asif by miracle, none of uswas hurt’.




The Duce's Speech

This month political leader of Italy, Benito Musso-
lini, published a"Proclamation to the Leaders of the
World."

In his own words, he says, "This month we have
witnessed how Germany have answer the call for
help from the German minority in Poland, and we
have witnessed the reaction from Britain with their
declaration of war on Germany. Also we see how
USA wish to ensure to continuation of free trade. |
am also afraid for the continued free trade in the
world in this tense situation, and | would like to see
the shipping routes free for neutral nations like the
United States and Italy. But | fear that the events of
1914 are about to happen again. | therefore invite
the leaders of the world to come to Rome to talk
about how we can restore the peaceful relations be-
tween the nations of the world. | am sure that we
can avoid repeating the mistakes of our predeces-
sors from before the Great War if we only act now.
Signed, Benito Mussolini”
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Bolshoi Ballet visits okyo

In its first international visit since the Communist
rule in former Russia, the world famous Bolshoi
Theater Group performed the tragic masterpiece of
Yuri Andreiyev, ‘My Little Natasha before an
overwhelmed Japanese delegation of diplomatic and
cultural societies. It came in surprise to recent Japa-
nese claims of a Russo-Japanese border conflict on
the Manchurian/Siberian frontier.

The President's Speech

The president has addressed the following speech to
the public. It is reprinted here without comment.

"My fellow Americans, in my last address to you |
explained Americas position of neutrality in the
limited regional conflict in Europe. In addition, |
discussed the need for international waters to re-
main free in order to protect our free market system
which is absolutely essentia to the survival of the
American economy and way of life. At thistime, |
can tell you, with some sadness, that Germany and
Great Britain have temporarilly declared waters
around each nation as a war zone. Of particular
concern is the preliminary statement from Germany
that Germany will attack any shipping bound for
Great Britain. While these are indeed concerning
statements that would affect the free flow of goods,
| am hopeful that we will be able to clarify the
statements of these two nations so that it does not
apply to any ship flying the American flag. What-
ever the response, this only reinforces my earlier
statement that America must be ready to guarantee
free passage of American goods over international
waters. Let me clarify, America must be prepared
to protect the free flow of imports and exports to
and from the United States, this does not mean de-
claring war on any nation. The United States of
America remains neutral in Europe's limited re-
gional conflict. Recently, there have been state-
ments made by Senator Durhan that American ships
have been conducting war-time patrols off our
shores. Senator Durhan went so far asto call me a
"fool" over his belief that | desire a war that would
drive this nation into another economic crisis. My
fellow Americans this is, if you will excuse me,
simply ridiculous. My entire administration has
been devoted to restoring the American economy
and providing every American with a quality job.
The notion that | would desire to take actions that
would threaten everything we have done is without
merit or credibility. | will not criticize Senator Dur-
han, however, for | understand his economic con-
cerns. | share the same fears and concerns as Sena-



tor Durhan and every American, however, | guess |
am just a little more optomistic about the American
spirit and the strength of the American people. In
considering the question of whether to just ignore
the situation in Europe or to take actions to guaran-
tee the free flow of goods, | would as Senator Dur-
han to consider where the dollar he is so concerned
about comes from? That dollar comes from the free
movement of goods. If we are to close our eyes,
and appease our fears by allowing America to be
shut out of certain markets, we will do little more
than bring about what we are trying to
avoid.....further economic depression. Furthermore,
we only need to look back a few months to Mr.
Chamberlin and his policy of appeasement to see
what happens when a nation decides to avoid mak-
ing a tough decision at the right time. Therefore, |
say to you al, America will protect our vital inter-
ests of free trade. To acomplish this goal, we shall
send strong demands and warnings to all beligerants
that America will have its Neutrality honored and
any ship flying the American flag shall not be sub-
ject to any form of aggression. Finaly, asto the al-
legation that the United State's Navy is conducting
war-time patrols, | can only say that the Navy has
engaged in norma maneuvers with an enhanced
emphasis to shake the rust out of some of our ves-
sels should there be a need to protect the flow of
American imports and exports. To do any less
would be irresponsible and would be in violation of
my constitutional oath to defend and protect al
Americans against any potential aggressor. Once
again, | wish you all the very best, and ask for your
support and patience as we carry on in these poten-
tially dangerous times. God blessyou all.

October 1, 1939 (signed) Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President, United States of America

NEUTRAL SWEDEN SEEKS
FREE TRADE BLOC

|S SCANDINAVIAN UNION THE GOAL?

The Swedish Government has undertaken diplo-
matic initiatives to persuade the neighboring coun-
tries of Ireland, Iceland, Denmark, Norway, Fin-
land, Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia not to take
sides in the present conflict. Furthermore, Sweden
is making efforts to establish and maintain a neutral
northern bloc of countries, bound together by new
treaties for free trade while commerce with the
combatants is restricted. Obviously, the land bor-
ders of Ireland with the United Kingdom, of Den-
mark with Germany, and of Finland and the Baltic

States with the Soviet Union would be convenient
corridors for continued trade with the combatants.
Maritime commerce between neutral nations and
the combatants has been discontinued, while com-
merce over the land borders of Germany and the
United Kingdom has increased dlightly.

B I
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Sweden, Norway and Finland soon united?

The only Swedish vessels to visit Polish, British
and German ports in recent weeks have done so in
order to evacuate citizens of hostile nations. In or-
der to reduce the potential for espionage, citizens of
enemy nations and many other foreigners have been
expelled from the United Kingdom, Germany, and
German-occupied Poland. Some of these ships are
sailing directly between the United Kingdom and
Germany, and others are bound for ports in Sweden
and Denmark.  Critics charge that the Swedes are
motivated by a desire to reconstitute their former
empire, and that a political union dominated by the
more populous Swedes and Danes is the ultimate
goal. Such a political entity would automatically
become the fourth major power in Europe, and
would be able to exert great influence on the com-
batants by threatening to side with one or the other.
Whether the Swedish diplomatic initiative ulti-
mately serves to limit the spread of the European
conflict, or signals the start of Scandinavian in-
volvement in awider war, remains to be seen.
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Polish uprising crushed !

Brilliant Wehrmacht success in four-week campaign — Rydz-Smigly and entourage flee —
Poland-Germans rejoice — 1914 border to be restored

An assault by Polish terrorists against a radio
broadcasting station in Gleiwitz in the early
morning hours of September 1% turned into one of
the most successful and definitely the shortest full
military campaign in history. Tensions had been
high between the two governments in recent
months, but when word of yet another act of
infiltration came to the Fihrer's ears, his patience
had run out and he ordered a thorough police
action.

One which Reich officials claim was long overdue.
Dr. Joseph Goebbels, Minister of Public
Enlightment: ,Yes, the Gleiwitz incident was the
trigger, but to be quite honest, it had to happen
sooner or later. With that man Rydz-Smigly in
power, blocking every conceivable solution in the
corridor question, and the way he treated the ethnic
Germans over there, war was inevitable. We are no
enemies of the Polish people, but we must protect
our vital interests in Eastern Europe.”

Wehrmacht forces, under the skillful and aggressive
leadership of Generaloberst von Bock and von
Rundstedt, crossed the border and quickly brushed
aside any enemy resistance they encountered. The
Polish air force was wiped out in a matter of days,
their frontier armies simply overrun by the mighty
German onglaught.

The circle around Warsaw was closed on 14.
September, but it was almost two weeks before the
capital findly fell. An officer explains: ,Probably
we could have taken Warsaw even earlier, but it
was no use risking the lives of too many soldiers
when the Poles were going to surrender sooner or
later anyway. Generaloberst von Bock did a
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brilliant job there, the right combination of
aggression and thoughtfulness.”

When the surrender was signed on 28. September,
»Marshall“* Rydz-Smigly, having led his people to
war, had long fled. Now that the anti-German
regime is out of the way, there is a genuine chance
to achieve peace and stability in Eastern Europe. A
prospect which not only the Poland-Germans, who
greeted their Wehrmacht liberators with flowers
and blessings, hope will come true.

LFirst® explains Dr. Goebbels, ,the unreasonable
borderlines have to be revised. Danzig, West
Prussia, Posania, Upper Silesia, those regions have
always been German, and now they will become
German again. This is a great day for the Reich.
That those provinces were taken away was one of
the biggest crimes of the Versailles dictate. Even an
English historian would probably tell you so.”

Engl and decl ares
war

No matter what their historians might think, the
English government declared war on Germany on
3. September. Goebbels: ,Yes, a serious situation,
but one we have seen coming. This is not strictly
about Poland. No, the English have long turned a
jedlous eye on the Reich’s new-found glory. Some
key politicians over there hate not only the Fuhrer
and Nazism, they hate Prussia and Germany as a
whole. Whatever happens, they declared war, and it
is they who are responsible for the strife which will
now darken Europe.”
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French Government Collapses

Military Government installed. New

elections announced.

Paris. Following the European crisis caused by the
German attack on Poland on 1% September, the
French Government coalition eventually crumbled
due to finally incompatible doctrines of the consti-
tuting factions. Prime Minister Edouard Daladier,
before his resignation, asked French supreme com-
mander Maurice-Gustave Gamelin to rule under
emergency law and passed the decision for war or
peace unto the military government.

The latter declared on Monday "In these difficult
times the Civilian Government of France has col-
lapsed, and the French Government now has a Mili-
tary Caretaker Government in Place.

This Government, headed by myself as Acting
Prime Minister has two Functions. The first of these
IS to express our extreme concern about the German
attack upon Poland and the replacement of the De-
mocratically Elected Government of Poland with a
puppet regime appointed from Berlin. Such an act
will not be tolerated and should be condemned by
all rational Democratic, European countries.

The second of my tasks is to announce that elec-
tions for a New French Government will be held at
the end of December, so that January may see the
establishment of a new, Democratically Elected
Government in France.

Until this time, France shall close its border with
Germany and al German Goods are prohibited
from sale within France. Military aggression shall
not be tolerated."

Although the highly decorated Genera plead for a
fighting on the side of England, the wise old man
left it to the decision of the people to elect a gov-
ernment that will either declare war or not, restrict-
ing France to economic pressure against the aggres-
sor and giving peace a change. The question re-
mains whether this noble gesture will not in the end
aid Hitler and his hangmen by giving them a pause
to prepare against the western alies.

Germany already has launched terror attacks by its
Luftwaffe over the French province of Alsace-
Lotharingia - see next article.

Air battlesover Alsace-L otharingia
The French Armée de I'Air reports two instances of
fighting over French air space. On the first occasion
Luftwaffe bombers of the Heinkel He-111 type tried
to attack a French arfield near Metz. The attack
could be beaten off by French interceptors before
any damage could be done, sayd air commodore
Lucien D'Argent, press speaker of the French air-
force. On the second, a small German fighter force
swept across southern Alsace but was driven back
by a stiff French defense. France claims to have
shot down 20 German planes, and reports the tragic
loss of 3 pilots, whose bodies will be publicly taken
to burial in Paris on December 6.

French twin-engined fighter

Both battles were of little intensity due to the bad
weather. French intermediate head-of-state General
Gamelin stated that "Germany has shown her true
face now. | appeal to the future government to join
side with Britain and put an end to German milita-
rism and dictatorship. May the electors take into
consideration what Hitler will do to Europe'.
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How Hitler operates

Lithuania forced to pact with Germany,

then conquered with brutal force

The world can see how the German war machine
operates in a diablic trinity. Ribbentrop the liar and
seducer, General Keitel the butcher and Hitler the
puller of strings. How the concept works. On No-
vember 11", Germany and Lithuania signed a for-
mal assistance agreement. Lithuania was forced to
grant Germany bases for Germany's guarantee of
Lithuanian borders and freedom. Only one day
later, the White House speaker officially declared
this as "another tricky move by Hitler to subdue one
European nation by the other' and warn America of
the evil power that is rising on the other side of the
ocean.'

The revelation became true when the German
Wehrmacht, under chief executor von Bock (‘Ram’)
violently sent his troops across the border to peace-
ful Lithuania (see picture), breaking not only inter-
national law but also their own promise made only
four days earlier. Rampaging tanks rolled over the
city streets of Lithuanian capital Kaunas while
Luftwaffe pilots bombed the government district
where the dispersed forces of Lithuanian self de-
fense forces have ralied together. Their heroic
stance did not last long under the assault of SS
Sturmregiment "Rudolf Hess', a German special
terror commando trained in city and in-house fight-
ing. Lithuanian president Smetona left the building
crying. "We'd never though they would betray us’,
were his last words before he was taken prisoner by
Wehrmacht officers.

Nimitz new Chief of Staffs

Admiral Chester Nimitz was appointed new Com-
bined Chief of Staffs on 1% November by President
Roosevelt. The former commander of Pacific Fleet
is now the highest ranking military of the United
States. His responsibilities will be a modernization
of the armed forces and co-ordination of armament
production in peace- and wartime.

Scandinavian Union Confer-
ence ends without agreement

An international conference has been announced for
November 25 in Stockholm, Sweden, to find peace-
ful solutions to the present European conflict. Swe-
den early this month declared that "Representatives
from across Europe, the Near East, and North
America are expected to attend." However attention
seems to have been a slack in the face of Swedish
Prime Minister Per Albin Hansson. Only the gov-
ernments of Finland and Norway attended. Britain
sent an official 'observer' to report to the British
Government. The small delegations only agreed
upon meeting again in Helsinki in January 1940.
Finnish Head of State, Carl Gustav Von Manner-
heim declared in his officia invitation that "The
current world situation threatens us all. Only dis-
cussion and negotiation will save Scandinavia from
being dragged into a wider conflict. Before affairs
get out of hand we fedl a conference of all con-
cerned and local nations should take place. We pro-
pose that this should take place at Helsinki in Janu-



ary 1940. If you do not come you may be missing
your last chance to visit it as a free democratic city.
We are under no illusions that by then we may well
be fighting hard to preserve our freedom and self
determination. We cannot guarantee that the Soviet
government and military will refrain for bombard-
ment or assault while you or your representatives
are here but be assured we will take all possible
measures for your safety.”

The President's Speech

My fellow Americans, once again | come into your
homes to address the need to protect American free
shipping and American lives. | have just received a
report that a German Submarine has fired upon an
American merchant vessel heading for Great Brit-
ain. We are investigating this incident, and have
sent a strong letter to the German Government indi-

Finnish Hurricane preparing for the worst. Note
that the Swastika, an old nordic symbol, has
nothing to do with the German Nazi party.

Experienced politicians hear the despair from the
mouth of a man who has just sent his Foreign Min-
ister to that nation which he accuses for intending to
commit crimes against his people.

The three Baltic states of Lithuania, Estonia and
Latvia have expressed their serious concern about
the development. Ironically these traditional Scan-
dinavian countries have received no officia invita-
tion to either conference. In the light of this lack of
political sensitivity it becomes understandable that
Lithuania has leaned towards aggressive Germany,
the mother of al conflict in Europe.

To complete the cynism, Italian dictator Benito
Mussolini declared in Rome "Firstly | will repeat
my invitation to a Peace Conference in Rometo
discuss the conflict between Great Britain and Ger-
many. | can only hope that this conference will be
in time before the trade routes in Northern Europe
aretotally severed, and before the conflict spreads
to other countries.”

Which goals this butcher-brother of Hitler pursuits
has become clear not only in Munich but aso in
Ethiopia.

cating that America shall not tolerate any attacks
upon American shipping or Americans. In the face
of thisincident, | am reminded again of the need to
protect our vital interests at sea. recently, | asked
Congress to pass the Freedom of Commerce Act,
which would have given this Adminstration the
ability to protect our sailors and ships operating un-
der the American Flag. Sadly, Congress rejected
this bill. Now, one month later, german Subma
rines are allegedly firing upon American ships and
sailors. My fellow Americans, when | took the oath
of office, | swore to protect and defend this great
nation, however, | cannot do this without you and
Congress. Therefore, | come before you, the citi-
zens of the United States, and Congress and | say
please, give this administration the tools to protect
American lives. We al share an equal desire to not
be drawn into a major conflict, however, we cannot
let those desires alow others to feel that American
ships and men can be treated as viable targets of
opportunity. We must protect our young men and
the ability to move goods. To do anything less vio-
lates the public trust that binds us al. i stand ready
to work with the Congress and the Public in any en-
deavor to accomplish thisgoal. God blessyou all.
Signed:  Franklin D. Roosevelt
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