The delay appears to have been well
the Japanese have commenced
awaited summer
to the core

offensive,
in the

initial

set,
long

as
their

rocking the KMT

attacks.

Chinawasthe scene of a new
style of warfare, combined
arms, with tanks, infantry, ar-
tillery and aircraft forming an
intricate network of forces de-
signed to destroy all before
them.

The lead e ements of the attack
were the newly fitted out mobile
and Armoured Groups, spear-
headed by Type 97 tanks, these
forces smply could not be stopped
by the light Chinese forces arrayed
before them, it is believed that the
Chinese army has al but disinte-

grated before these formations.

With the drive unlikely to stop and
the Chinese having nothing that
they can take on these new forma-
tions with, the
situation isdire for
the KMT, who
must now be all
but convinced of
their eventual de-
feat.

Attacks on the
southern Japanese
lines indicate that
the KMT may be

about to launch their own attack,
however such amove would likely
just make the Japanese situation
easier, timewill tell, but it looks as

US Merchants under

attack

i n

Atlantic and Mediterranean Sea

The US Congress, Senate and
Office of the President have
been thrown into complete dis-
array asnewsform the
Atlantic and Europe came
flooding into Washington and
the US Naval Stations.

Early in the month it became clear
that a group of merchants operating
from Davao to Turkey on contract
to the Turkish government had
been both fired upon and boarded
by Italian Naval units, before being
escorted to Taranto Naval Base.

Following within 3

s days of this news

came information that
German u-boats and a
German battleship,
believed to be the Tir-
pitz had sunk 150,000
ey tons of US flagged
/% shippingin the Atlan-
B ti C On route to the
&= United Kingdom.

Nerws from the US has been
mixed, Congress and the Senate
have both demanded a compl ete
end to all trade with beligerant na-
tions, whilst at the same time the
US Fleet has been put on high aert.

Melville Massy, Assistant secretary
to the Office of the Navy, has said
that it looks asif al shipping to the
Allieswill have to be terminated,
although it islikely that they will
be able to carry away what they
purchase in the US on their own
ships, if thisisthe caseit islikely
that a similar move will need to be
made towards to the Axis, powers,
but it isthe British who will suffer
the most!



Japanese move
south

A forceof British Cruisers
and destroyer s oper ating off
thenorthern coast of Australia
came under heavy attack from
the Japanese Fleet.

Initial reports are difficult to follow
but it would appear that the British
Pacific Squadron and alarge Japa-
nese task force ran across each
other in open seas, in a brief action
the British managed to turn east
and escape, the Japanese unableto
match the speed used their carrier
aircraft to hunt down and attack the
British.

With there aircraft only able to lo-
cate the British once, it is difficult
to judge the level of damage
caused, although the Japanese
clam to have sunk the cruisers
Hobart and Australia.

Turkish Army
uprising
Troops of the Turkish Army
and Army Airforce have
lodged complaintswith their
government asto the slow and

steady creation of a Police
State.

Recent government initiatives have
seen the generation of asizablein-
trastructure of centrally controlled
“intelligence” services, itisbe-
lieved that the Army seestheseasa
direct chalenge to their position.

Istanbul

|beriarocks one
way then other.

Both the Alliesand Axiscan
claim some successes this
month in their respective

| berian Campaigns.

British forces have managed their
first mgjor success against the Ger-
mans, forcing two Corps to with-
draw from their advance on Libs-
bon and fall back towards Madrid,
this operation turned the tide on the
Germans, for now it was the British
armour pushing back German in-
fantry.

However to the north, Spanish
troops managed to break through
alied lines are now marching to-
wards Lisbon, having already oc-
cupied Porto.

Allied support for this operation is
becoming increasingly hazardous
as the Germans build up their sub-
marine fleet off the Iberian coast,
reportsindicate a sizable force at
sea. The British supply chain to the
region is testament to this, with a
further 300,000 tons of shipping
lost.

Admiral Scheer
sunk by RN

The Admiral Scheer continued
her journey acrossthe Atlantic
towardsthe British Home
Fleet, unawar es of what
awaited her.

The shadowing British destroyers
were able to keep information on
the location of the rogue cruiser,
but were themselves subjected to a
horrific attack by the cruiser when
she turned to face her pursuers,
with the squadron decimated.

The Home Fleet gained revenge
with the sinking of the cruiser after
abrief 10 minute action in which
the heavy guns of 3 battleshipslaid
waste to the pick of the German

Navy.

Denmark
Occupied

Thetiny nation of Denmark
hasfallen to the German war
machine, the capital, Copen-
hagen occupied within days of
the opening of hostilities.

The Danish government formally
surrendered on the 27th of the
month, handing control of Den-
mark, Iceland and Greenland to the
Germans, although it islikely that
the Germans will be unableto press
their claim to these two latter terri-
tories.

Once again democracy is crushed
and no one stand to stop it!

North Africain
the balance

Another continued month of
desperate fighting in North Af-
rica has seen the Allies pull
back to the defense of Tripali
and their deployment of al-
most every resourcein the
theatre.

With attacks on their rear at Ben-
ghazi (air) and Tobruk (by sea), the
British forces at Tripoli are hard
pressed to maintain afighting front
asthe Italians prepare for their next
drive east.

To the north the French are making
progress, advancing out of the
Bone region and driving the small
Italian blocking force into retreat, if
the French can continue to press
towards Tunis, the actions of the
main Italian army to the south will
beirrelevant asthey will loose their
only remaining supply source, in
North Africaand be forced to sur-
render.



Germany v Soviet Union
Thedriftingtides.............or the shattered rock?

Thewar in the east isproving to

one of sudden attacks and rapid
advances, with one nation now
taking all of the beatings.

Initialy the war in eastern Europe

saw a good balance between the Ger-
mans and Russians, with both nations

attacking and defending, and little
gains made, then the war in the west
came to an end and the Germans
shifted massive manpower resources
to the eastern front.

This month has been typical of the
new style of warfare that prevails.

The Germans advancing and the Rus-
sians either holding on desperately or

falling back to new defensive works.

The template of the German advance

has now become well stamped, first
engineers and infantry prepare a
crossing point whilst light forces or
specia forces move ahead of the
army in lightning raids, this month
saw the capture of Pleskow in one
such raid, these forces are then ac-
companied by mechanised and ar-
moured units that wait for the se-

The Northern Front - Germans driving on Smolensk

lected moment to launch a
devastating attack upon the
enemy, all under the contin-
ued presence of Luftwaffe
bombers and fighters.

Thi sis not to say that the
Russians are impotent, they
provide a continued stream
of bombers and fighters, this
month they managed a suc-
cessful night bombing raid
on Lemburg and frequently
cause the Luftwaffe to alter
their plans.

It isin fact the airforce that is keep-
ing Russiatogether at the moment,
the Army needing its presence to
permit regrouping and defensive
works to take place.

The south of Russia, or rather the
Ukraine has seen the greatest ad-
vances made inthewar sofar. The
great bread basket of the Ukraineis
now in German hands after the So-
vietstook the risky decision to
withdraw north and east before the
AXis advance.

All went well
until the Ger-
mans managed
to break around
the southern
flank and attack
the defensive
works before
the Soviets
could fully man
their lines, the
initial German
attack was
beaten off
easily, the
second one,
lead by
armoured units
and SS forma-
tions was not so
easy to hold
back and the

The Southern Front - Ukraine

Soviets were forced to relinquish
their new defenses.

To the north the Germans were a so
ableto march into the cities of
Zhitomir and Vinnitsa, both heavily
contested in previous months, but
both taken without a shot this
month.

The Soviets appear to be a spent
force, hanging onto life by their
finger-nail. Their forces are poorly
equipped and even more poorly
trained, they lack what the allied
have, technology and training, yet
the allies would give anything for
the vast numbers the Soviets have,
here Germany has the upper hand,
for she has both the technology and
the manpower to take on not only
Russia but also the Combined
Western Allies

The coming months will prove criti-
cal in thistheatre, the Russians need
winter to come so that they can reor-
ganise and rebuild their forces for
the spring, the Germans need the
good weather to hold to permit their
continued drive through the south,
sointhe end it may be nature that
decides how 1941 ends for these
two nations, but onething is certain,
Russiawill never be the same, even
if she does survive this latest
onslaught from the west.



