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HIS MAJESTY 
ADDRESSES HIS 
SUBJECTS AND 
THE WORLD!!! 

 
By C.A. Jenkins (London): 
 
This afternoon His Majesty, King George VI spoke to his subjects and to the world via 
the BBC World Service. We at the Times are pleased to print His Majesty’s address it is 
entirety. 
 

The developments of the past year have strengthened the resolution of My Peoples and of 
My Allies to prosecute this war against aggression until final victory. Meanwhile, My 
Government, in consultation with the Allied Governments, and with the goodwill of the 
Government of the United States of America, are considering the urgent problems which 
will face them when the nations now enduring the tyranny of the oppressor have regained 
their freedom.  

I well know that My People will continue to respond wholeheartedly to the great 
demands made upon them to furnish My Forces with the instruments of victory, and that 
they are determined to meet, to the utmost of their power, the needs of the Soviet Union 
in its heroic conflict.  

The United States are furnishing My Peoples and My Allies with war supplies of all 
kinds on a scale unexampled in history.  



My relations with France, Belgium, Norway, Poland and Portugal, with whom I have a 
valued treaty of alliance, remain firmly based on trust and friendship.  

I welcome the liberation of the continent of Africa from the presence of the Axis. 
Together we have seen freedom restored to French North Africa, to Libya, Ethiopia & 
Eritrea.  

My loyal subjects in Malta continue to face air attack with a fortitude that commands My 
deepest admiration.  

The fulfillment of the task to which we are committed will call for the unsparing effort of 
every one of us. I am confident that My People will answer this call with the courage and 
devotion which our forefathers never failed to show when our country was in danger.  

My Government will continue to take all practical steps to sustain the health and well-
being of My People under the stress of war. :  

During the past year the forces fighting for honour and freedom throughout the world 
have gained a most notable accession of strength. Japan's treacherous and unprovoked 
assault has spread the conflict of war throughout the Eastern Hemisphere; and has 
brought fresh danger to My peoples in Asia and in the Pacific. But this extension of the 
war has brought to our side, as comrades in arms the Republic of China, which has so 
long and so gallantly resisted the aggression of Japan.  

It has been a great pleasure to me to welcome to this country My Prime Minister of the 
Union of South Africa. His participation at this time in the discussions and decisions of 
My Government here will prove of great value. Many other of My Ministers and 
counselors have also come to this country during the year from My Dominions and from 
India for the purpose of conferring with My Government here. The cordial friendship 
existing between all My Governments has been a great factor in forwarding the war effort 
of all My people.  

All My peoples have met with courage and endurance the increasing calls upon their 
services both for the armed forces and for the great production industries. Particularly 
remarkable during the last year has been the response of the great numbers of women 
who have entered the Services and civil employment and who in both spheres have 
shown a high degree of skill and devotion in their work.  

The extension of the war to the Far East created fresh and grave problems of profound 
concern to My peoples in Australia and New Zealand, as well as to the whole of My 
Indian Empire. At the outset heavy reverses were sustained by the Allies. I have watched 
with increasing confidence the steady growth of the Allied strength.  

My Navy has been compelled by the extension of the war and the growth of the U-boat 
and air menace to shipping, to extend its protection over an ever-widening area of the 
oceans. Aided by its auxiliaries and by the fishing fleet, it has succeeded, thanks to the 
bravery and endurance of My officers and men, in what might well have seemed an 
impossible task. My gallant merchant seamen and the merchant seamen of the United 
Nations have shown steadfast courage and determination in maintaining a flow of 



supplies through all the perils of sea and air to our forces in the Mediterranean and to 
other theatres of war, while at the same time maintaining the essential supplies of food 
and raw materials to this country.  

Throughout the year the training and preparation of My Army has gone forward. Those 
officers and men who are compelled to remain in this country are playing an important 
role both in our defence and in the preparation for attack. Upon them and upon their high 
morale we shall depend for our victory in the future.  

My Indian Army is growing in strength month by month, and has displayed its historic 
velour upon many fields of battle. We are proud that more than a million men have 
already voluntarily engaged in our Indian land, sea and air forces; and we place our full 
confidence in their courage and fortitude in the days of struggle that lie before them.  

My Air Force has added fresh achievements to its already famous record. It dominates 
the air over this Island and over the North of France. In every encounter it has proved its 
ascendancy over our enemies. In close co-operation with My Navy and My Army it has 
taken an increasing part in our campaigns, both by sea and by land in all theatres of war. 
Over Malta, North Africa, and Spain it has inflicted heavy defeats on the air forces of the 
enemy.  

The strength of My Armed Forces in the Dominions is continually increasing, and they 
have shown by sea, land and air their courage and resolution in the face of the common 
enemy.  

In their encounters with the enemy, My Navy, Army and Air Force have fought side by 
side with the Allied Forces; undaunted by the overrunning of their homelands.  

In those countries now occupied by the enemy Powers and subjected to every form of 
oppression, starvation and savagery, the ever-growing tide of resistance brings courage 
and inspiration to all who are determined to see freedom established in the world. It is the 
firm and unchangeable purpose of My peoples and of our Allies, not only to defend the 
cause of freedom wherever it may be attacked, but to carry the war into enemy territory 
so that we may liberate as speedily as lies in our power those countries and peoples now 
under a hateful domination.  

The task will be hard. There may be dark days ahead, and war can no longer be confined 
to the battlefield. But we can only do the right as we see the right, and reverently commit 
our cause to God. If one and all we keep resolutely faithful to it, ready for what ever 
service or sacrifice it may demand, then, with God's help, we shall prevail  

 
 
 
 



P.M. TO SPEAK TO THE EMPIRE 
AND TO THE UNITED STATES!!! 

 
By M.T. Ewell (London): 
 
 We at the Times have learned that the Prime Minister will issue this special 
broadcast to the people of the Empire and the United States within hours. We are pleased 
to publish his remarks in their entirety: 
 
As you know, I have the honour to be half-American by blood. Tonight I harken back to 
the words of that great American President Theodore Roosevelt. President Roosevelt 
observed that: 

     “It is not the critic who counts, nor the man who points out how the strong man 
stumbled, or where the doer of the deed could have done better.  

     The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by 
dust and sweat and blood, who strives valiantly, who errs and comes short again and 
again, because there is no effort without shortcoming, who does actually strive to do the 
deeds, who knows the great enthusiasms and spends himself in a worthy cause, who at 
best, knows in the end the triumph of high achievement, and at worst, if he fails, at least 
he fails while daring greatly. 

His place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who knew neither victory nor 
defeat.” 

We, the aggrieved and belligerent Powers who are waging war against Germany, Italy, 
and Japan have no need to ask for respite. Every week our commerce grows; every month 
our organization is improved and reinforced. We feel ourselves more confident day by 
day of our ability to police the seas and oceans and to keep open and active the salt-water 
highways by which we have; and along which we shall draw the means of victory. It 
seems pretty certain that half the U-boats with which Germany began the war have been 
sunk, and that their new building has fallen far behind what we expected. Our faithful 
Asdic detector smells them out in the depths of the sea and, with the potent aid of the 
Royal Air Force, I do not doubt that we shall break their strength and break their purpose. 

As you know, I have always-after some long and hard experience-spoken with the utmost 
restraint and caution about the war at sea, and I am quite sure that there are many losses 
and misfortunes which lie ahead of us there; but in all humility and self-questioning I feel 
able to declare that at the Admiralty, as, I have no doubt, at the French Ministry of 
Marine, things are not going so badly after all. Indeed, they have never gone so well in 
any naval war. We look forward as the months go by to establishing such a degree of safe 
sailings as will enable the commerce of all the nations whose ships accept our guidance, 
not only to live but to thrive. This part-this sea affair-at least, of the Nazi attack upon 
freedom is not going to bar the path of justice or of retribution. 



Numbers do not daunt us. But judged even by the test of numbers we have no reason to 
doubt that once the latent, and now rapidly growing, power of the British nation and 
Empire are brought, as they must be, and as they will be, fully into line with the 
magnificent efforts of the Allies then, even in mass and in weight, we shall not be found 
wanting. When we look behind the brazen fronts of Nazidom-as we have various means 
of doing-we see many remarkable signs of psychological and physical disintegration. We 
see the shortages of raw materials which already begin to hamper both the quality and the 
volume of their war industry. We feel the hesitancy of divided counsels, and the pursuing 
doubts which assail and undermine those who count on force and force alone. 

In the bitter and increasingly exacting conflict which lies before us we are resolved to 
keep nothing back, and not to be outstripped by any in service to the common cause. Let 
the great cities of Warsaw, of Prague, of  Brussels banish despair even in the midst of 
their agony. Their liberation is sure. The day will come when the joybells will ring again 
throughout Europe, and when victorious nations, masters not only of their foes but of 
themselves, will plan and build in justice, in tradition, and in freedom a house of many 
mansions where there will be room for all. 

 
 


